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Dimitrije Stefanović u cilju “kros kontri”
Dimitrije Stefanovic at the finish line in Cross Country Race
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Jubilarno takmičenje u atletici 20. SPAR Evropsko prvenstvo u krosu, koje je održano u 
Beogradu 08. decembra 2013, bilo je jedan od glavnih povoda nastanka prve verzije 
knjige “Kros-kontri” u Srbiji od 1921. do 1941, dok su pronalaženje novih podataka i time 
uslovljene promene u sistematizaciji samog teksta, dodatak o izložbi “Kros kontri Srbija”, 
koja je bila sastavni deo ovog projekta, i revizija uticali na štampanje novog, dopunjenog 
izdanja.

Vreme neumitno dovodi do zaborava, što ima za posledicu nepoznavanje sopstvene isto-
rije. Srbija i Beograd su bili na mapi atletike u periodu između dva svetska rata, ali ne po 
osnovu rezultatskih dostignuća. Malo je poznato da su prva takmičenja u atletici nakon 
ulaska Kraljevine Srbije posle Prvog svetskog rata u Kraljevinu Srba, Hrvata i Slovenaca, 
bili krosevi. Ovom temom su se bavili, u najvećem broju slučajeva statističari, a manje 
istoričari sporta i atletike. Kros ili “kros-kontri”, kako je u tom periodu nazivana ova dis-
ciplina prema izvornom engleskom terminu, je označio pojavu atletike u tom periodu u 
Srbiji, i u novoj Kraljevini.

Knjiga je nastala zajedničkim radom statističara Ljubiše Gajića, novinara “Politike” Živka 
Baljkasa i dr Vesna Repić-Ćujić, iz Zavoda za sport i medicinu sporta Republike Srbije. 
Gajić je prikupio podatke o takmičenjima a Baljkas se bavio poznatim krosom za pehar 
lista “Politika”, koji je organizovala njegova matična kuća. Treći autor je dao svoj dopri-
nos osvežavajući brojke, imena i događanja dostupnim činjenicama. 

Prevod teksta na engleski omogućuje stranim istraživačima istorije sporta da dobiju uvid 
u razvoj atletike na prostoru Srbije, a posredno i predratne Jugoslavije između 1921. i 
1941, što knjizi dodatno daje posebnu vrednost.

Vraćamo se u prošlost nepun vek kroz oživljavanje događaja u vezi sa takmičenjima kako 
bismo ostavili trag, sprečili gubitak jednog dela naše sportske istorije i kako bismo ot-
vorili mogućnost daljih istraživanja.
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The jubilee, 20th SPAR European Cross Country Championships that was be held in Bel-
grade od December 8th 2013, is one of the main reasons that prompted the first edition 
of the book “Cross Country in Serbia between 1921 and 1941”. The second edition came 
as a result of gathering new data that affected the text itself while  the addition con-
cerning the exhibition “Cross Country Serbia” that was the integrated part of the project 
along with revision, have affected the new, improved edition.

Time unforgivably affects the memory and this leads to lack of knowledge in one’s his-
tory. Serbia and Belgrade have held positions on the athletics’ map between the two 
World wars, and it wasn’t because of results and records. It is little known that first ath-
letic competitions, after the Kingdom of Serbia merged to the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats 
and Slovenes at the end of the Great War, were actually cross-country competitions. 
Mostly statisticians and few of sports and athletics historians, mostly researched this 
subject. Cross, or cross-country, as it was called at the time after its English origins, was 
the sport that marked the emergence of athletics in Serbia and in the newly founded 
Kingdom.

This book was published as a result of joint efforts of statistician Ljubiša Gajić, a “Poli-
tika” journalist Živko Baljkas and Vesna Repić-Ćujić, PhD, from the Serbian Institute of 
Sport and Sports Medicine. Gajić has gathered data regarding competitions, Baljkas 
worked on collecting data about the famous “Politika” Cup while the third author gave 
her contribution by refreshing and reviving numbers, names and events with available, 
historically documented accounts.

The translation of the book to English language will enable foreign researchers of sport 
history to gain insight into the development of athletics in the Serbian region as well as 
it will provide an insight into athletic progress in prewar Yugoslavia, between the years 
1921-1941. This is an additional value of the book.

We are going back in time, for almost a century, through revival of events related to 
competitions  in order to prevent the loss of a significant part of our sport history and in 
order to open a new chapter of possibilities for further research.
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“Kros kontri”

Pojava nove klase i slobodnog vremena tokom industrijske revolucije uslovili su nastanak 
novih sportova i sportskih disciplina, a jedna od njih je bilo i kros trčanje u prirodi (kros-
kontri /cross-country/ Cross Country). Slična takmičenja su postojala mnogo ranije, ali 
su pravila i tradicija krosa potekli iz Britanije sredinom 19. veka, kada je ova disciplina 
dobila takmičarski oblik. U engleskim školama u krosu se takmičilo još od 1837, a i prvo 
nacionalno prvenstvo u svetu je održano, takođe, u Engleskoj. Bilo je to 7. decembra 
1867. u Vimbldonu, desetak kilometara jugozapadno od Londona. U ovom takmičenju 
su mogli učestvovati svi zainteresovani, odnosno, bilo je “otvorenog” tipa, kako se to 
danas naziva.1 U kontinentalnoj Evropi je prvo takmičenje bilo u Francuskoj 1889. Prvo 
međunarodno prvenstvo u Glazgovu 28. marta 1903.

Kros je napredovao i postao deo atletskog programa olimpijskih igara (1912, 1920. i 
1924). Atletičari su se nadmetali u pojedinačnoj i ekipnoj konkurenciji. Izuzetno nepovo-
ljni vremenski uslovi u Parizu 1924. rezultirali su da je samo 15 od 38 trkača uspelo da 
završi olimpijski kros. Gledaoci su bili šokirani, a zvaničnici su odlučili da uklone ovu dis-
ciplinu iz programa olimpijskih igara. Tome u prilog svedoči i podatak da se takmičenja 
u krosu prvenstveno organizuju tokom jeseni, zime ili ranog proleća.

Prvo međunarodno takmičenje za žene je održano 1967. Od 1973. se organizuje svetsko 
prvenstvo u krosu - IAAF World Cross Country Championships, a evropska svake godine 
u decembru počev od 1994. Iako postoje norme o načinu organizovanja i pravila, postig-
nuti rezultati u krosu se ne registruju kao rekordi, zbog razlike u terenima na kojima se 
održavaju.
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Cross Country

The emergence of new classes and more free time people had during the industrial revo-
lution caused the emergence of new sports and disciplines. One of them was running in 
the open air over natural terrain (cross-country). Similar competitions have existed much 
earlier, but the rules and traditions of cross-country originated in Britain in the mid-
19th century, when the discipline obtained the competitive form. In the English schools 
Cross Country competitions were held since 1837, and the first national championships 
in the world was held, also in England. It was on December 7th in 1867 in Wimbledon, 
ten kilometers south-west of London. At this competition everyone who was interested 
could participate - it was an “open” type competition, as it is now called.1 In continental 
Europe, the first competition was held in France in 1889. The first International Champi-
onships was organized in Glasgow on March 28th 1903.

Cross Country prospered and became part of the athletic program of the Olympic Games 
(1912, 1920 and 1924). Athletes competed in individual and team competitions. Ex-
ceptionally adverse weather conditions in Paris in 1924 resulted in only 15 out of the 
38 runners making it to the finish line. Viewers were shocked, and officials decided to 
remove this event from the program of the Olympic Games. The reason for that was 
the fact that competition in Cross Country usually took place during autumn, winter or 
early spring.

The first international tournament for women was held in 1967. The first World Cup 
Cross Country - IAAF World Cross Country Championships was organized in 1973; the 
European Cross Country Championships has been organized every year in December, 
since 1994. Although there are standards and rules regarding organization, the results 
achieved in Cross Country are not registered as records, because of the difference in 
terrains over which competitors run.
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Nekad beše kraljevina

Kraljevstvo koje je ujedinjavalo Srbe, Hrvate i Slovence u jednoj državi proglašeno je 1. 
decembra 1918. Pod ovim imenom država je postojala od 1918. do 1929. Novom kralje-
vinom je upravljala stara monarhija – dinastija Karađorđević. Aleksandar Karađorđević, 
naslednik Petra I, preimenovao je postojeću državu u Kraljevina Jugoslavija. Ova politička 
tekovina trajala je do Drugog svetskog rata.

U ovom periodu se čini da celokupno društvo ide napred. Takođe, u godinama obeju 
kraljevina sport postaje bitan društveni faktor. Osnivaju se stručni sportski savezi i 
asocijacije, država učestvuje na međunarodnim takmičenjima i školuju se stručnjaci u 
sportu. Koren današnjih sportskih organizacija i sportova u Srbiji leži upravo u prvim 
dekadama prošlog veka, kao što je to slučaj i sa krosom.
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Once upon a time there was a kingdom

A kingdom, uniting Serbs, Croats and Slovenes under one state was formed  in 1918. 
The name of this new political structure was officially the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and 
Slovenians. Under this name, this state lasted from 1918 until 1929. The new Kingdom 
was governed by the old royal family – Karadjordjevic dynasty. The successor to Peter I, 
his son prince Alexandar renamed the existing kingdom to the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. 
This monarchy lasted till the WWII.

During this period it seems that society at whole is progressing forward. As well, in the 
time of both kingdoms sport becomes an important societal factor. Professional sport 
federations and association are being established, state athletes participate in interna-
tional competitions and sport professionals are being educated. The root of contempo-
rary Serbian sport organizations and sports can be traced in these early decades of the 
previous century, as is the case with Cross Country.
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“Kros kontri” u Srbiji

Promene u atletici u Kraljevini Srba, Hrvata i Slovenaca (SHS) počinju 1921, kada je os-
novan Jugoslovenski lakoatletski savez sa sedištem u Zagrebu. Inicijator nastanka bio je 
Zagrebački lakoatletski savez, a prisutni su bili naši predstavnici iz Subotice. Već naredne 
godine organizuju se prva takmičenja i to nacionalno prvenstvo u “kros-kontri” na 7,5 km 
u Zagrebu, međudržavni dvoboj sa Rumunijom u Beogradu i učešće na troboju u Pragu. 
U tadašnjoj štampi o atletici se pisalo:

”O ovoj grani sporta u nas može se vrlo malo govoriti. Treninzi nisu gotovo nikad ni održavani, 
izuzimajući probe pred utakmicu,2 a to nije nikakav trening. Utakmice su bile svega dve, posle 
rata. Prvu je priredio Beogradski Olimpijski odbor u god. 1920., a drugu B. S. K. u godi. 1921.” 3

Centar atletike u Srbiji je bio na Severu Banata u Velikom Bečkereku (današnjem Zren-
janinu). Stoga je i prvo takmičenje u “kros-kontriju” održano 10. aprila 1921. u Velikom 
Bečkereku. U glavnoj trci najbrži je bio Božidar Mišković iz Velike Kikinde, dok je najbolja 
bila ekipa SK “Debeljača”.4 Ovo takmičenje je organizovano nedelju dana nakon prvog 
nacionalnog prvenstva Kraljevine SHS5, na kome takmičari iz Srbije nisu učestvovali  
(Tabela 1).

Tabela 1 Plasman na Prvenstvu Kraljevine SHS u “kros kontri”, Zagreb 03. april 1921.

Chart 1 Placement at 1st Cross Country Championships in the Kingdom of SHS, Zagreb April 3rd 1921
     

Plasman
Order

Takmičar
Competitor

Klub / Club
Grad / City

Rezultat
Rezult

1. BUTKOVIĆ Petar Konkordia, Zagreb 28:56

2. KADRNKA Silvio Konkordia, Zagreb 31:09

3. TRITSCH Norbert HAŠK, Zagreb 32:38

4. PAVELIĆ Ivan Konkordia, Zagreb

5. ŠVINT Vladimir Konkordia, Zagreb

6. DOBRIN Miroslav HAŠK, Zagreb

7. BLAŽIĆ Konkordia, Zagreb

8. SCHMIDT Konkordia, Zagreb

VOJYR Karel HAŠK, Zagreb DNF

KOVAČIĆ Lucijan HAŠK, Zagreb DNF

SCHNELLER Koloman HAŠK, Zagreb DNF

Ekipno / Teams: Konkordia 14

Naredne godine primat u atletici Srbije je preuzeo Beograd.6 Značajna događanja za 
razvoj “kros kontri” na prostoru Srbije su se odigrala 1922. Prvi put su naši takmičari 
nastupili na državnom prvenstvu u “kros kontri”, počelo se sa organizovanjem takmičenja 
i održavanjem javnih treninga.
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Cross Country in Serbia

Changes in athletics in the Kingdom of SHS started in 1921, when the Yugoslav Athlet-
ics Association was formed, based in Zagreb. The initiator of the creation of YAA was 
Zagreb Athletics Association. At the inaugural conference representatives from Subotica 
were also present. The Association was made up of four sub-associations: those of 
Zagreb, Belgrade, Ljubljana and Vojvodina. The following year, the first organized com-
petitions and the National Championships in cross-country over the course of 7.5 km 
was held in Zagreb, an inter-state match with Romania was organized in Belgrade and 
our athletes participated in Triathlon in Prague. Media at that time wrote the following 
about the athletics: 

“There is very little to be said about this sport in our country. Trainings are almost never held, 
except for some trial training just before matches2, and it’s no training. There were only two 
matches after the war. The first was hosted by Belgrade Olympic Committee in 1920 and 
the second by BSK in 19213.”

Athletic center in Serbia was in the North Banat in Veliki Bečkerek (today’s Zrenjanin). 
Therefore, the first ever contest in the Cross Country in Serbia was held on April 10th 
in 1921 in Veliki Bečkerek. The fastest man in the main race was Bozidar Miskovic from 
Kikinda, while the best club was ‘SK’ Debeljača4“. This competition was organized one 
week after the first National Championships of the Kingdom of SHS5, where contestants 
from Serbia did not participate (Chart 1).

The following year, supremacy in Serbian Athletics was taken over by Belgrade6. Signifi-
cant events in the development of Cross Country in Serbia took place in 1922. That is 
the year that our athletes for the first time competed at the state championship in the 
Cross Country; at the same time competitions were being organized as well as public 
training sessions.
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Popularnost ove vrste takmičenja, kao i lični kontakti zagovornika “kros kontri” uslovili 
su uključivanje dnevne štampe. “Politika”7 je početkom marta meseca objavila kratak 
izveštaj o francuskom nacionalnom prvenstvu u “kros kontri”, pratila sva događanja u 
vezi sa ovom atletskom disciplinom kod nas, i pokrenula svoje takmičenje.

Dimitrije Stefanović

Jedan od pokretača razvoja atletike u Beogradu, kao i “kros kontri”, je bio Dimitrije 
Stefanović. O njegovom dolasku u beogradsku S. K. “Jugoslaviju” obavestila je “Politika” 
u tekstu “G. Stefanović u “Jugoslaviji”. Tom prilikom napisano je:

”G. Dimitrije Stefanović, odličan trkač za duge staze, prišao S. K. Jugoslaviji kao član njene 
sekcije. Ovo stupanje g. Stefanovića u klub neće ni najmanje uticati na njegovu volju da 
pomaže i sve ostale sekcije drugih klubova i da se sa njima zajedno trenira.”8

Dimitrije Stefanović9 (Budimpešta, 21.01.1896/Beč, 05.12.1991; 163/59) je bivši jugo-
slovenski atletski reprezentativac, novinar i sportski radio-reporter. Prema podacima bio 
je član Sportskog društva “Vijena” u Beču od 1908. i 25. juna postao državni prvak Aus-
trije na 5.000m sa 17:19,6.10 U Kraljevini SHS, odnosno Kraljevini Jugoslaviji, je boravio 
tokom dva perioda - od 1919. do 1925. i od 1927. do 1940. Prvo je u Zagrebu nastupao 
za HŠK “Sparta”, a zatim u Beogradu kao član Sportskog kluba “Jugoslavija”, i kasnije 
atletske sekcije S. K. “Soko”. Stefanović je bio višestruki jugoslovenski rekorder u trčanju 
na 3.000 m i 5.000 m, prvak Kraljevine SHS u trčanju na 5.000 m i naš prvi atletičar koji 
je završio olimpijski maraton. U vreme nastupa na Olimpijskim igrama u Amsterdamu 
1928. bio je član S. K. “Soko” iz Beograda. Dimitrije Stefanović je tom prilikom završio 
trku 53. sa rezultatom 3:11:35.

Izvesno vreme Stefanović je rukovodio lakoatletskim sekcijama “Vijene” iz Beča, S. K. 
“Jugoslavije” i S. K.“Soko” iz Beograda. Godine 1923. je pokrenuo u Beogradu list “Sport” 
i izdao nekoliko brojeva. U “Radio Beogradu” je, kao sportski reporter, bio zaposlen od 
1929. do 1933.11 Jedan je od osnivača i članova Lakoatletskog podkomiteta Beograda i 
predsednik 1930.12

Zahvaljujući Stefanovićevom iskustvu i znanju u Beogradu su organizovana prva atletska 
takmičenja. Početak njegovog delovanja je bio kroz održavanje “kros kontri” trka i javnih 
treninga, o čemu svodoče i tekstovi iz “Politike”.
“Pozivaju se svi trkači da dođu danas u 9 i po časova pred Knez Mihajlov Spomenik, oda-
kle će se poći tramvajem za Topčidersko Brdo, gde će se održati trening u “kros kontri”. G. 
Stefanović će prilikom trčanja davati potrebna uputstva.” 13

Naredni javni trening je bio nakon šest dana, 11. marta sa početkom u 10 časova, a poziv za 
prisustvo je objavljen u “Politici”.14 
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The popularity of this type of competition, as well as personal contacts advocates 
of Cross Country had made, excited the interest of the press. The daily newspaper  
“Politika7”, at the beginning of March printed a short article about the French national      
championships in Cross Country, reported all news regarding this sports event in our 
country, and launched its own Cross Country competition. 

Dimitrije Stefanovic

One of the driving forces of development of athletics and cross-country in Belgrade was 
Dimitrije Stefanovic. His arrival in Belgrade as well as his joining SC “Yugoslavia”, were 
published as news in one of the “Politika” issues. In an article titled: “Mr. Stefanovic in 
“Yugoslavia” it was written:

“G. Dimitrije Stefanovic, an excellent long-distance runner, has joined “SK Yugoslavia”. His 
joining the club will in no way affect his willingness to help other divisions in other clubs nor 
will it prevent him of training with them”.8

Dimitrije Stefanović9 (Budapest, 21 January 1896-Wienna, 05 December 1991, 163/59) 
is a former athlete, a sports journalist and radio reporter. According to the data avail-
able, he was a member of the sports club “Vienna” in Vienna in 1908. On June 25th he 
became the national champion of Austria in the 5.000 m run with the result 17:19,6.10  
He lived in the Kingdom of SHS, later the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, from 1919 to 1925, 
and from 1927 until 1940. At first, he was a member of Zagreb’s HSK “Sparta”, then 
of Belgrade’s Sports Club “Yugoslavia”, and later of the athletic division of SK “Soko”. 
Stefanović was a Yugoslavia’s multiple record holder in the 3.000 m run, the 5.000 m 
run, the champion of the Kingdom of SHS in the 5.000 m run and our first athlete who 
had completed an Olympic marathon. At the time of the Olympic Games in Amsterdam 
in 1928, he was a member of Belgrade’s SK “Soko”. At the Olympic Games he came 53 
with the result of 3:11:35.

For a while Stefanovic led athletic division of the SC “Vienna”, Vienna, SC “Yugoslavia” 
and SC “Soko” both from Belgrade. In 1923 he launched a newspaper “Sport” in Belgrade 
but published only a few numbers. He worked in “Radio Belgrade” as a sports reporter 
between 1929 and 193311. He was one of the founders and a member of the Belgrade 
Athletics sub-committee and its president in 193012.

Thanks to Stefanovic’s experience and knowledge, Belgrade organized the first athletic 
competitions. The beginning of his work was marked by organizing Cross Country Races 
and public training sessions; witness to that are articles published in “Politika” (Figure 1).

“We invite all runners to gather today at 9 and half hours before the prince Mihajlo’s Monu-
ment. The tram will take them to Topčider Hill, where the training in Cross Country running 
will take place. Mr. Stefanovic will run and give the necessary instructions while running.13“

The next public training session will be in six days, on March 11th at 10 am. A call for 
attendance will be published in “Politika”14.
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Formiranje Beogradskog lakoatletskog podsaveza

Istovremeno se obavljao rad na formiranju lakoatletskog podsaveza u Beogradu, kako 
bi bio omogućen dalji razvoj atletike i atletskih sekcija sportskih klubova (Slika 1). Or-
ganizacija svih takmičenja, koja su bila predložena od strane klubova ili pojedinaca, će 
privremeni odbor “ostaviti” novoosnovanom Podsavezu. U okviru predloga kalendara su 
bila dva “kros kontri” takmičenja.
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Formation of the Belgrade Athletics Sub-Association

At the same time work on forming athletic sub-association in Belgrade was underway 
in order to facilitate the further development of sections of athletics and athletic sports 
clubs (Figure 1). Organization of all competitions, which suggested by clubs or individu-
als, the temporary committee would hand over to the newly established sub-associa-
tions. Within the calendar draft  there were two Cross Country competitions planned.

Slika 1  Poziv i izveštaj o radu na formiranju Beogradskog Lakoatletskog Podsaveza
u “Politici” 08. i 12. marta 1922.15 16  

Figure 1: Invitation and work report about forming the Belgrade Athletic Sub-Association
published in “Politika” March 8th and 12th 1922 15 16
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Prvi “kros kontri” u Beogradu 26. marta 1922.

Za prvo “kros kontri” u Beogradu bio je određen datum 26. mart 1922. “Putanja” je 
opisana u “Politici” na sledeći način:

“Start (polazak) na igralištu “Jugoslavije” odakle se ide ulicom Kralja Aleksandra, obilazi 
se igralište “Srpskog Mača” pa se zatim spušta Grobljanskom ulicom; odatle desno preko 
bulbuderske poljane i istim putem natrag sa poslednjim krugom na igralištu “Jugoslavije” 
gde će biti cilj.” 17

Na osnovu teksta se može, prema trasi koja je korišćena, zaključiti da je ovo takmičenje 
bilo mešavina krosa i ulične trke. U istom broju “Politike” je objavljeno i da se održava 
novi trening za “kros kontri”. U pozivu je pisalo:

“Sutra u 9 i po časova pre podne polazak trkača od Kneževog spomenika na treniranje za 
“kros kontri”. Pozivaju se na njega svi trkači kao i oni koji bi želeli da trče. Nije još dockan za 
treniranje. Spremajmo se u što većem broju za trke “kros kontri” koje će se uskoro prirediti.18” 

Ovoga puta bilo je to nadmetanje Belgije i Francuske.19 
Dan pre održavanja prvog “kros kontri” u Beogradu 26. marta 1922. u “Politici” su objav-
ljene nove informacije o segmentima organizacije trke. O tome je napisano:

“Sutra po podne će se održati prve pešačke trke “kros kontri”. Start (polazak) i cilj biće ne 
igralištu “Jugoslavije” Polazak tačno u 2 ipo časa po podne. Kako će se ovog dana na igralištu 
“Jugoslavije” održati loptačka utakmica u 3 časa, dakle odmah posle ovih trka, između “Jugo-
slavije” i “Vojvodine” (N. Sad), to će uleznice uzete za ove trke važiti i za tu utakmicu.
Određena su lica za održavanje trke: Starter Đorđević, sudija Mihajlović; merioci vremena; 
Vasa Aranđelović, Trijanović, Ružić; sudije cilja: Dr. Žižek, 
Bunjuševac, Ljubiša Ivković. Pet kontrolora uzeće se od 
“bojskauta” a oko 23 boj-skauta” će pokazivati stazu. 

Umoljavaju se sva gore pomenuta lica da dođu u nedelju 
26. ov. mes. na igralištu “Jugoslavije” najdalje do 1 i po 
časa, po podne.20” 

Uporedo sa pripremama za održavanje takmičenja 
odvijaju se aktivnosti na formiranju, kao što je bilo po-
menuto ranije, Beogradskog Atletskog Saveza. Poziv 
delegatima svih sportskih klubova da prisustvuju 
osnivačkoj skupštini je publikovan u “Politici” (Slika 2).
 

Slika 2  O osnivanju Beogradskog Atletskog Saveza21

Figure 2: Formation of the Belgrade Athletics Sub-Association 21 
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First Cross Country running in Belgrade, March 26th 1922

For the first Cross Country run in Belgrade a date was set. It was to be on March 26th 
1922. “The Path” (race course) is described in “Politika” as follows:

“Start (depart) from the grounds of the club “ Yugoslavia “, then down the King Alexander 
Street, passing by the grounds of “ Serbian Sword “ club and then descending down the Gro-
bljanska Street, turning right across the Bulbuder field and taking the same route back with 
the last lap on the “Yugoslavia” athletic field to the finish line.17“

Based on the text in the newspaper, it can be easily deduced that the competition was 
a mixture of Cross Country and road race. In the same edition of “Politika” an announce-
ment was published heralding new training session for Cross Country. The announce-
ment reads as follows:

“Tomorrow at 9 and half will be the departure of runners starting from the Duke’s monument 
for Cross Country training! All runners, but also all those who want to run are invited. It is not 
too late to start training. Let us all gather in great number to participate in Cross Country 
Races that is soon to be.18 

On the day before the first Cross Country Race in Belgrade on March 26th 1922 was 
scheduled, “Politika” published some new information regarding segments of the race 
organization. They wrote:

“The first pedestrian Cross Country Races will be held tomorrow afternoon 

The Start and the finish will be at “Yugoslavia” stadium. The departure is at exactly 2 and 
half pm. Since there is a football match organized at the same stadium at 3pm between 
“Yugoslavia”and “Vojvodina” (N. Sad), the tickets bought for the race are valid for the 
match as well.

Officials for the race have been selected: Starter Đorđević, judge Mihajlović; time: Vasa 
Aranđelović, Trijanović, Ružić; finish line judges: Dr. Žižek, Bunjuševac, Ljubiša Ivković. Five 
controllers will be taken from the boy scouts’ organization, while some 23 boy scouts will 
line the line the racecourse.
We are asking the above mentioned persons to come on Sunday, 26th of this month to “Yu-
goslavia“ stadium not later than 1:30pm.”20

Alongside preparations for competition, preparations for creating the Belgrade Athletics 
Association were underway. Invitation to delegates from all sports clubs to attend the 
Founding Assembly was published in “Politika” (Figure 2). 
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Dva dana nakon prvog “kros kontri” u Beogradu 26. marta 1922. iscrpan izveštaj je ob-
javljen u “Politici” i glasi:

“Juče popodne održane su sa velikim uspehom prvi put u Beogradu pešačke trke „kros kontri“ 
na stazi od 4km. Za ove trke bilo je prijavljeno svega 15 trkača (što čini lep broj za početak) 
a trčalo je 14. računajući tu i g. Dim. Stefanovića (S. K. „Jugoslavija“), koji je ovoga puta trčao 
van konkurencije. Trkačka staza bila je određena u ovom pravcu: polazak na igralištu „Ju-
goslavije“ odakle se išlo Aleksandrovom ulicom oko igrališta S. Mača do kafane „Žagubice“, 
potom desno Grobljanskom ulicom do Bulbulderske poljane ispod Groblja, pa onda trouglom 
oko nje i zatim opet u Grobljansku ulicu , odakle istim putem natrag do igrališta „Jugoslavije“ 
gde je cilj. Po kategorijama, na jučerašnjim trkama učestvovali su: 1. Osobna kategorija: 
1. Dušan Poluga („Jugoslavija“); 2. Miodrag Radivojević („Konkordija“); 3. Milivoj Đorđević 
(„Konkordija“); 4. Karlo Groj („Konkordija“); 5. V. D. Pavlović („Vožd Karađorđe“). 2. Fotbalska 
kategorija: 1. Aleksandar Pekezović (S.K. „Slavija“); 2. Ljubodrag Petrović („Jugoslavija“); 
3. Đačka kategorija: 1. Samuilo Berih (Jevrejski Gimnastički Klub); 2. David Demajo (Jevr. 
Gimn. Klub); 3. Eduard Buli („Jugoslavija“); 4. Juniorska kategorija: 1. Evgenije Predojević; 
2. Stevan Oka. Prema ovome klubovi su dali: „Jugoslavija“ 5 trkača, „Konkordija“ 3; Jevrejski 
Gimnastički Klub 3, „Slavija“ i „Vožd Karađorđe“ 1 trkača. Sve ove kategorije trčale su za-
jedno. Tok trčanja bio je ovaj. Na startov znak trkači polaze. Odmah u početku prvo mesto 
ima Aleksandar Pekezović te posle nekoliko stotina metara poredak izgleda ovako: Pekezović 
vodi, za njim Predojević, Buli, Levi, Radivojević, Berah, Groj, Demajo, Petrović i Oka. Pekezović 
je i dalje, kroz celu trku, ostao na čelu trkača. Najzad, na cilj stižu ovim redom: 1. Pekezović 
za 15 min. 20 sek. 4/5 (dobija 10 tačaka); 2. Eduard Buli za 15 min. 28 sek. i 3/5 (9 točaka); 
3. Radivojević za 15 min. 34 sek. i 4/5 (8 točaka); 4. V. D. Pavlović (7 tačaka); 5. Evgenije 
Predojević (6 tačaka); 6. Samuilo Berah (5 tačaka); 7. Bencion Levi (4 tačke); 8. Karlo Groj 
(3 tačke); 9. Poluga (2 tač.); 10. Milivoj Đorđević (1 tačka); ostali su takođe svi stigli ali nisu 
obišli poslednji krug na igralištu. G. Dim. Stefanović koji je trčao van konkurencije dao je 
svima trkačima foru od 2 min. pa je stigao četvrti po redu a prešao je stazu za 13 min. 40 
sek. što znači da je imao najbolje vreme. Po klubovima „Jugoslavija“ je dobila najviše tačaka 
17, zatim „Konkordija“ 12, „Slavija“ 10, Jeverejski Gimnastički Klub 9 i „Vožd Karađorđe“ 7. 
Jučerašnje trke „kros kontri“ bile su posve zadovoljavajuće, računajući uz to da su se pripreme 
oko ovih vršile na brzu ruku. Interesovanje publike bilo je takođe veoma dobro. Pored mnogih, 
koji su pohitali odmah po ručku na igralište „Jugoslavije“ da vide polazak, prilikom prolaska 
trkača koji su sačinjavali jednu lepu šarenu grupu, ulicama se iskupio mnogi svet koji je sa 
zadovoljstvom gledao zdrave i čile mladiće.“ (Slika 3).
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Two days after the first Cross Country competition in Belgrade on March 26th 1922, a 
very detailed report was published in “Politika”. It reads as follows:

“Yesterday afternoon, with great success and for the first time in Belgrade, Cross Country 
Races were held on the racecourse 4km long. For the races only 15 runners were registered 
(not a bad start); however, 14 men run yesterday, including Mr. Dimitrije Stefanovic (SK “Yu-
goslavia”), who was not competing. The race course was: the start was at “Yugoslavia” sta-
dium, along the King Alexander Street”and around the grounds of “S. Mac” up to “Zagubica” 
inn, turning right down the Grobljanska Street till the Bulbulder field bellow the Cemetary 
and around, then back along the Grobljanks Street and using the same streets back to the 
starting point – to the “Yugoslavia” club. Participants at yesterday’s races, according to cat-
egories, were: 1. Personal category: 1. Dušan Poluga („Yuugoslavia“); 2. Miodrag Radivojević 
(„Konkordija“); 3. Milivoj Đorđević („Konkordija“); 4. Karlo Groj („Konkordija“); 5. V. D. Pavlović 
(„Vožd Karađorđe“). 2. Football category: 1. Aleksandar Pekezović (SK „Slavija“); 2. Ljubodrag 
Petrović („Yugoslavia“); 3. Schoolboy category: 1. Samuilo Berih (Jewish Gymnastics Club); 2. 
David Demajo (Jewish Gymnastics Club); 3. Eduard Buli („Yugoslavia“); 4. Junior category: 1. 
Evgenije Predojević; 2. Stevan Oka. According to information was received, the runners were 
from the following clubs: „Yugoslavia“ 5 runners, „Konkordija“ 3; Jewish Gymnastics Club 3, 
„Slavija“ and „Vožd Karađorđe“ 1 runner. All categories run together. The course of the race 
was as follows: After the signal was given at the start, the runners went off. Right at the be-
inning Aleksandar Pekezović came into the first place and the order of runners after the first 
several hundred meters was like this: Pekezović in the lead followed by Predojević, Buli, Levi, 
Radivojević, Berah, Groj, Demajo, Petrović and Oka. Throughout the race Pekezović remained 
in the lead. Finally, they arrived at the finish in this order: 1. Pekezović - 15 min. 20 sec. 4/5 
(10 points); 2. Eduard Buli - 15 min. 28 sec. and 3/5 (9 points); 3. Radivojević -15 min. 34 
sec. and 4/5 (8 points); 4. V.D.Pavlović (7 points); 5. Evgenije Predojević (6 points); 6. Samuilo 
Berah (5 points); 7. Bencion Levi (4 points); 8. Karlo Groj (3 points); 9. Poluga (2 points); 10. 
Milivoj Đorđević (1 point); the rest of them arrived but did not run the last lap at the stadium. 
Mr. Stefanović, who was running but not competing, gave all the participants 2 minute start 
and finished in the fourth place with the result of 13 min. 40 seconds, thereby achieving 
the best time of all. Ranking of the clubs is as follows: “Yugoslavia“ won 17 points, followed 
by „Konkordija“ 12 points, „Slavija“ 10 points, “Jewish Gymnastics Club’ 9 points and „Vožd 
Karađorđe“ 7 points. Yesterday’s Cross Country Races, proved to be very satisfying, bearing 
in mind that preparations were made in a very short time. General public showed quite a 
keen interest in the event. Apart from those who rushed after lunch to the “Yugoslavia” sta-
dium to watch the start of the race, a lot of people lined the streets along which the athletes 
were running. It was a pleasure to watch young and boisterous men in action”. (Figure 3).
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Na osnovu ovog izveštaja može se izvršiti delimična analiza. Samo četrnaest učesnika 
muškog pola bilo je podeljeno u četiri kategorije. Posebno se računao plasman atletičara 
i ostalih kategorija, kako u seniorskoj (osobna i futbalska), tako i u mlađoj kategoriji 
(đačka i juniorska).

Slika 3  Izveštaj o prvom “kros kontri” u Beogradu u “Politici” 28. marta 1922.22

Figure 3: Report about the first Cross Country in Belgrade, “Politika”, March 28th 1922 22
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Based on the above report we can make a partial analysis of the event. Only fourteen 
male athletes were divided into four categories. Order of athletes and other participants 
was computed differently in senior category (personal and football) and in younger cat-
egory (schoolboy and junior).
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Trening za “kros kontri”

Pored pozivanja na učešće u “kros kontri”, zagovornici i propagatori ove atletske disci-
pline pripremili su tekst, koji je publikovan u “Politici” (Slika 4), o načinu treniranja, os-
novnim odlikama i specifičnim pravilima krosa. U tekstu se naglašava popularnost “kros 
kontri” u svetu, mogućnost učestvovanja svih zainteresovanih bez obzira na uzrast, kao 
i dobrobit za takmičare zbog toga što “Svi trče sa radošću udišući čist vazduh”23. Autor 
teksta napominje da “krosman ne trči samo nogama – on trči i glavom: usput treba da 
premišlja kakav će uzeti tempo, da navodi kombinacije i to u nekim slučajevima i brzo 
i odlučno.”. “Šareni pejzaž, raznolikost prirode, sve to privlači i oduševljava trkača, koji 
oseća kontrast između ovog trčanja i monotonog trčanja po stazi…Onaj koji samo jedan-
put trči “kros kontri” taj ostaje ljubitelj ovog sporta.” 24 

Slika 4  Tekst o treningu za “kros kontri” i načinu organizovanja u “Politici” od 26. marta 1922.25 

Figure 4: Article about Cross Country training and organization, in “Politika”, March 26th 1922 25 
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Training for Cross Country

Besides the invitation to participate in Cross Country, the proponents of this athletic dis-
cipline prepared an article, published in Politika (Figure 4), on training, basic decisions and 
specific rules of cross. The text accents the importance of popularity of Cross Country in the 
world, its availability to anyone interested no matter the age, as well as the benefit for com-
petitors because “everyone runs with joy, breathing in fresh air” 23. The author of the text em-
phasizes that “the cross runner doesn’t run using only his legs - he also uses his head: along 
the track, he need to think about the tempo, combinations and, in some cases, to do it quickly 
and decisively”. “Colorful landscape, diversity of nature, are all that allures and delights a run-
ner which feels the contrast between running here and monotonous running on the stadium 
track. It’s enough to only once run Cross Country in order to become the fan of this sport.” 24

“How to run Cross Country“
These two English words mean: to run across a field, in fact to run on all sorts of terrains. 
Cross Country is run during winter in forests, outdoors in general: across meadows, over streams, barriers, hurdles, 
uphill, downhill, over plough land, down the road, then through the thicket, along narrow lanes, over the hill brow 
down to the stone wall that has to be cleared and in the “final stage” it is the soft grass that will give the tired 
runner new boost of energy.
Cross Country running is very popular in the world. It is suitable to all: small and big, young and old. They all run 
joyfully, breathing in the fresh air. Colorful landscape, ever-changing nature – those are the things that delight the 
runners; those are the things that are the exact opposite of the monotonous track running.
Cross Country, according to the world champion runner Jean Bouin, is one of the most beneficial sports that should 
be practiced because the lungs and the heart work the way the runner wants by increasing or decreasing the 
tempo. The muscles play a complex role in this sport. When running Cross Country, the runner must know how to 
jump the high jump, the long jump with or without the run-up, how to climb up a steep slope and how to clear a 
hurdle. To sum it all, Cross Country enables complete development of an athlete, not only of his physic but also 
of his moral fiber. 
The length of the Cross Country course is usually between 8-10km. For championships the length of the course 
is 16km. 
The weather conditions do not play an important role in this sport. Actually, the focus is on overcoming all the 
difficulties that the course offers to the runner in the easiest possible way.
The Cross Country season starts in November and ends in March (a little later in our part of the world). It lasts 
for only five months during which Cross Country competitions can be organized. If we take that there are four 
weekends a month and if we add a few more work days, the total it is 25-30 Cross Country meetings per a season. 
Nevertheless, we can say with certainty that success in this sport can be achieved rather easily and the beginning 
is not difficult because commuting with nature regales the soul and energizes the body. Cross Country is addictive, 
once one tries it they are hooked for life. 
Training for Cross Country is best done in a group: although the best runner is in the lead, he encourages and 
stimulates the weaker runners behind him. 
At the beginning of the season, it would be a good thing if the runner would start with 4-5km track runs 2-3 times 
a week and continue increasing the distance as time goes by. 
In the Cross Country runner it is not only the legs that are used but also the head; along the way the runners have 
to plan the tempo of the race, to make combinations quickly and resolutely. When going downhill, the body must 
be positioned slightly forwards and feet must be on their tiptoes. On the flat terrain the body position must be 
straight; when running through the wooded area, never shy away from braches and shrubs but protect the face 
with arms. When running over plough land and soft terrain place feet flatly on the ground to prevent clogging.
In cases when weather conditions are such that outdoor training is impossible (especially during the winter), 
running should be replaced by physical exercises appropriate for the cross runners: jumping, skipping the rope, 
hopping and similar. Massage is also very effective because it keeps the weight down and muscles flexible.
The Cross Country course (trail) is usually marked with confetti like strips of paper.” 26
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Atletičari Srbije na nacionalnom “kros kontri” 
u Zagrebu 2. aprila 1922.

Nakon ovog takmičenja nastavljene su pripreme za dva naredna “kros kontri”. Prvo je 
bilo nacionalno prvenstvo Kraljevine SHS u Zagrebu, a drugo masovni kros za pehar 
“Politike”. Na drugo državno prvenstvo u “kros kontri” Kraljevine je otputovala ekipa S. K. 
“Jugoslavija” u sastavu Stefanović, Tritsch, Buli i Predojević.

“Na trkama “kros kontri” koja če se održati 2. aprila 1922. u Zagrebu, S. K. “Jugoslavija” 
poslaće iz svog kluba četiri trkača. Kako se među ovom četvoricom nalaze g. g. Stefanović i 
Mihajlović… to Jugoslavija može da dođe do željenog uspeha.”

Reprezentacija Srbije je bila izuzetno uspešna. Najbolji takmičar prvenstva je bio Dimi-
trije Stefanović i pripala mu je zlatna medalja, a našoj ekipi srebrna. Dva dana nakon 
takmičenja objavljen je detaljan izveštaj u “Politici” (Slika 5).
Plasman takmičara na državnom prvenstvu je prikazan u Tabeli 2.

O pobedi Dimitrija Stefanovića i osvajanju drugog mesta ekipe na državnom prvenstvu 
u “kros kontri” izvestila je “Politika” (Slika 6).

Tabela 2 Plasman na Prvenstvu Kraljevine SHS u krosu, Zagreb 02. april 1922.
Chart 2: Placement of competitors at the Cross Country Championships of the Kingdom of SHS Zagreb, 

April 2nd 1922

Plasman
Order

Takmičar
Competitor

Klub / Club
Grad / City

Rezultat
Rezult

1. STEFANOVIĆ Dimitrije Jugoslavija, Beograd 30:44

2. SCHNELLER Koloman HAŠK, Zagreb 31:08 3/5

3. RUKAVINA Lavoslav HAŠK, Zagreb 32:37 1/5

4. DOBRIN Miroslav HAŠK, Zagreb 32:50

5. TRITSCH Norbert Jugoslavija, Beograd

6. BULI Eduard Jugoslavija, Beograd

7. PŠIVORA Branko Marathon, Zagreb

8. MARTIĆ Miloš Jugoslavija, Beograd

9. BORANIĆ Branko Marathon, Zagreb

10. PREDOJEVIĆ Evgenije Jugoslavija, Beograd

11. TRELI Maraton, Zagreb

12. NAĐ Maraton, Zagreb

  
Ekipno / Teams: HAŠK 14; Jugoslavija 25; Maraton 39.

Na takmičenju u “kros kontriju” u Zagrebu pobedio je Stefanović (S. K. Jugoslavija) 30:40 
pisalo je u dnevnom listu Vreme.27
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Serbian runners on national Cross Country in Zagreb, 
April 2nd 1922

After this event, preparations for the next two Cross Country Competitions continued. 
The first one was the National Championships of the Kingdom of SHS in Zagreb, the sec-
ond one was the “Politika” Cross Country Cup. The team of SC “Yugoslavia”, consisting of 
Stefanović, Tritsch, Buli and Predojević went to the National Championships in Zagreb.

“Yugoslavia in Zagreb”

SK “Yugoslavia“ is sending four of their team members to the Cross Country Race that is 
to be held in Zagreb on April 2nd 1922. Since among them are gentlemen Stefanovic and 
Mihajlovic, “Yugoslavia” is likely to achieve the desired success.” 

The Serbian team was extremely successful. The best runner of the championships was 
Dimitrije Stefanovic and he won the gold medal, while the Serbian team won silver. Two 
days after the championships “Politika” printed a detailed report (Figure 5).

The victory of Dimitrije Stefanovic and the second place won by the “Yugoslavia” team 
at the National Championship was the subject of an article printed in “Politika” (Figure 6).
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Slika 5  Izveštaj sa Prvenstva Jugoslavije u “kros kontri” iz Zagreba u “Politici” 4. aprila 1922.28 
Figure 5: Report about the Yugoslavian Cross Country Championships in Zagreb, “Politika”, April 4th 192228 
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Slika 6  Izveštaj sa državnog prvenstva u “kros kontri” 1922.29 
Figure 6: Report from the 1922 National Championships in Cross Country 29 
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“Kros kontri” za pehar lista “Politika” 17. aprila 1922.

Nakon povratka iz Zagreba nastavilo se sa daljim pripremama za održavanje “kros kon-
tri” za pehar “Politike”. Odnosno, glavna nagrada za najbolju ekipu je bio pehar (Slika 
7). Pešačkim trkama “kros kontri” na 6 km je prethodila veoma značajna propaganda u 
dnevnoj štampi (“Politika”, “Vreme”).
 
Rok za prijavu je bio 10. april i organizator je o tome više puta obaveštavao zain-
teresovane učesnike (Slika 8 i 9).

Organizatori predstojećeg takmičenja podsećaju takmičare da, ukoliko nisu, uplate 
startninu što pre. Pored toga ukazuju da se prijavilo 28 trkača. Veoma značajan podatak 
je uvođenje u program trke za žene za koju se prijavilo 12 trkačica, “što je takođe lep 
uspeh”, kako su naglasili organizatori (Slika 9).
 
Istog dana najavljen je i trening na stadionu S. K. “Jugoslavije” za 10 časova i obilazak 
staze na kojoj će se odvijati takmičenje. Pored toga, objavljene su informacije u vezi sa 
prodajom ulaznica za “kros kontri” (Slika 10).

Slika 8  
Obaveštenje o vremenu prijavljivanja za “kros 
kontri” za pehar “Politike” 31 

Figure 8: 
Announcement about the registration for “Politika” 
Cross Country Cup 31 

Slika 7  Pehar “Politike” nagrada za najbolju ekipu na “kros kontri” 30

Figure 7: The “Politika” Cup for the best Cross Country team 30
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Cross Country for newspapers Politika’s cup, April 17th 1922

After returning from Zagreb preparations for the “Politika” Cross Country Cup continued. 
The award was the cup (Figure 7). Pedestrian Cross Country Races over 6km course were 
promoted in daily newspapers (“Politika”, “Vreme”). 

Registration deadline was April 10th and organizers remined many times possible con-
testants about it (Figure 8 and 9).

Organizers of the forthcoming competition reminded contestants to pay the entry fee 
and informed the public that 28 runner have already registered for the races. Very im-
portant information was that 12 women have applied for the race – “a very nice suc-
cess”, commented organizers (Figure 9). 

On the same day training session at 10am at the SK “Yugoslavia” stadium and tour of 
the racecourse was announced. “Politika” also printed information about buying tickets 
for the Cross Country (Figure 10). 

Slika 10  Trening atletičara za “kros kontri” za 
pehar “Politike” 33

Figure 10: Training session of athletes for the 
“Politika” Cross Country Cup 33 

Slika 9 Obaveštenje o predstojećem “kros kontri” 32

Figure 9: Information about the forthcoming 
Cross Country Race 32
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Beogradski Atletski Savez je odredio sudije i druge funkcionere u skladu sa potrebama 
ove vrste takmičenja. Dužnosti su bile podjednako raspoređene na sve beogradske 
klubove (Slika 13).
 
Beogradske dame su takođe prihvatile da pomognu u organizaciji takmičenja. Njihova 
dužnost je bila da prodaju ulaznice, a Privremni Odbor za laku atletiku u Beogradu je u 
ovoj potpori gledao samo kao jednu dobit za naš sport (Slika 12).
 
Dnevni list “Politika” je, kao pokrovitelj “kros kontri”, veoma iscrpno pratio i potpomagao 
na svoj način buduće takmičenje. Na prvoj strani dnevnog lista “Politika” “objavljen je 
proglas kojim se najavljuje održavanje Pešačke trke “kros-kontri” na 6 km. za pehar “Poli-
tike”. Održavanje je predviđeno za 17. april 1922. na konjskom trkalištu Dunavskog Kola 
Jahača “Knez Mihajlo”, odnosno današnjem Hipodromu kod Careve Ćuprije. Bile su ovo 
najdetaljnije i najpotpunije napisane propozicije za jedno sportsko takmičenje do tada i 
u daljem tekstu ih iznosimo u celosti.

Slika 12  
Beograske dame u organizaciji 
“kros kontri” za pehar “Politike” 35

Figure 12: 
Belgrade ladies in organization 
of “Politika” Cross Country Cup 35

Slika 11
Obaveštenje o treningu pred 
“kros kontri” lista “Politika” od 
13. aprila 1922.34 

Figure 11: 
Announcement in “Politika” on 
April 13th about the training 
session for the forthcoming 
Cross Country Race 34 
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The Belgrade Athletic Association appointed judges and other officials in accordance 
with the needs of this type of an event. Duties were allocated to all Belgrade clubs 
(Figure 13).

Belgrade ladies agreed to help with the organization of the event. Their duty was to sell 
tickets. The Belgrade Interim Athletics Board regarded this help as another kind of sup-
port for sport in Serbia (Figure 12).

The daily newspaper “Politika, as the Cross Country sponsor, wrote about the forthcom-
ing sports event in great detail. On their front page, “Politika” published a proclamation 
announcing the pedestrian Cross Country Race over 6km racecourse for the “Politika” 
Cup. The event was to be held on April 17th, 1922, at the Danube Riders Club “Knez 
Mihajlo”, nowadays the Hippodrome at Careva Cuprija. They gave the most complete 
and the most detailed rules of any sports event at that time. They are given in full down 
below. 

Slika 13 
Obaveštenje o sudijama na “kros kontri” za pehar 
“Politike”.36 

Figure 13: 
Information about judges for the “Politika” 
Cross Country Cup 36
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“Raspis Privremenog Odbora.

Privremeni odbor za laku atletiku u Beogradu, izabran od zbora sportista na dan 10. marta 
1922. god., izradio je stazu i program za trke “kros-kontri” koje će se održati u Beogra-
du za pehar “politike” 17. aprila 1922. godine, na drugi dan Uskrsa pre podne, na konjs-
kom trkalištu Dunavskog Kola Jahača “Knez Mihajlo” (polazak i cilj), i raspisuje ga ovim 
svima sportskim iatletskim klubovima, društvima i školama iz cele Kraljevine, u vezi sa dole 
označenim kategorijama.

Kako će se uskoro, pre trčanja, osnovati Lakoatletski Podsavez u Beogradu i time ovaj privre-
meni odbor prestati da funkcioniše, to će organizaciju ove trke kao i sve ostale poslove, 
preuzeti sam Podsavez.

Instrukcije i program.

Trka će se održati po pravilima i odobrenju Lakoatletskog Podsaveza u Beogradu.

Trkačka staza (v. plan)

Dužina staze je oko 6 kilometara. Start (polazak) na konjskom trkalištu Dun. Kola Jahača (kod 
Šećerne Fabrike) malo više velike tribune a u pravcu Kraljeva, tako da trkači-krosmani prolaze 
pored velike tribune i pošto protrče jedan deo konjskog trkališta (oko 500 met.) izilaze izvan 
terena prema ćupriji koju prelaze. Zatim preko železničke pruge, puta i tramvajske pruge 
hvataju jedan deo brda koji se proteže od Careve ćuprije, udaraju desno u polukrug i spuštaju 
se prema kolskom putu kojim produžuju sve do ulaza u Topčiderski Park, odakle u cik-cak 
stazi, prolazeći mimo dvorac Kneza Miloša izilaze alejom prema topčiderskoj restoraciji, za-
tim odmah levo pored tramvajske stanice (terminusa), zatim desno preko ćuprije putem koji 
void za Košutnjak. Na 20–30 metara pošto se pređe ćuprija, biće označena tačka povratka. 
Od te tačke vraćaju se trkači istim putem natrag sve do tačke (A) odakle, u mesto da idu 
desno jednim delom brda, produžuju drumom (putem strelica) do tačke B. Odatle idu do tačke 
V, pa skreću desno, ulaze u konjski trkački krug i idu opet putem označenih strelica do cilja 
koji se nalazi ispred tribune.

Kategorije.

“Kros-kontri” za pehar “Politike” održaće se u ovih šest kategorija:
a) Seniorska. Za sve lakoatletičare, članove Jugoslovenskog Lakoatletskog Saveza.
b) Juniorska. Za sve one koji nisu dobili prvu nagradu na kakvoj trci od 3 kilometra pa naviše.
v) Početnici. Za one koji nisu učestvovali na trkama od 3 kilometra pa naviše.
g) Fotbalska. Za loptače, članove Jugoslovenskog Loptačkog Saveza.
d) Sokolska. Za Sokole sviju, sokolskih društava u Kraljevini.
đ) Đačka. Za đake sviju škola do 20 godina starosti.

Svi trkači moraju biti članovi kakvog sportskog ili atletskog kluba, društva ili škole.
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“Proclamation of the Interim Board”

The Interim Board for Athletics in Belgrade, elected by athletes on March 10th 1922, has 
designed the course and program for Cross Country Races that are to be held in Belgrade for 
the “Politika” Cup on April 17th 1922, on the second day of Easter, in the morning, on the 
racetracks of the Danube Riders Club “Knez Mihajlo” (start and finish) and proclaims, hereby, 
to athletes and athletic clubs, societies and schools all over the Kingdom as per categories 
listed below to take part in it..

Since, the Belgrade Athletic Sub-Association is to be formed in the near future this Interim 
Board will cease to exist, so that organization of this race and other activities will be trans-
ferred to the Sub-Association. 

Instructions and Program

The race will be conducted in accordance with the rules and upon permission granted by the 
Sub-Association in Belgrade. 

Race course (plan)

The length of the race course is about 6 kilometers. The start is at the racetracks of the 
Danube Riders Club “Knez Mihajlo” (near the sugar factory), just above the grandstand in 
the direction of Kraljevo, so that Cross Country runners have to pass by the grandstands, 
After running some 500m along the racetrack, they leave the racetrack towards the bridge 
that they have to cross. They continue crossing railway lines, a road and tramway lines and 
run uphill along Careva Cuprija. They turn to the right and run in a semicircle downwards to-
wards the road all the way to the entrance of the Topcider Park. They zig-zag along the path, 
passing the Prince Milos Palace and continue running along the alley towards the Topcider 
restaurant. They turn left and run to the tram station, and then they turn right and cross the 
bridge along the road to Kosutnjak. Some 20-30m after crossing the bridge they will reach 
the point of return. From that point they return along their tracks to the point A. When they 
reach the point A, instead of going to the right along the hill they continue along the road 
(following arrows) to the point B. They continue to point V, turn right, enter the racetrack and 
follow the arrows that will bring them to the finish line in front of the grandstands. 

Categories

The “Politika” Cross Country Cup will have these six categories:
a) Senior. For all athletes, members of the Yugoslavian Athletic Association.
b) Junior. For all those who have never won the first place in races of 3km and longer
c) Beginners. For all those who have never participated in races of 3km or longer
d) Footballers. For footballers, members of the Yugoslav Football Association
e) Sokos. For Sokos(members of famous sports clubs) from all Soko clubs in the Kingdom
f) Pupil. For pupils of all schools up to 20 years of age

All runners must be members of some sports club or athletic club, society or school. 
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Pobednik pehara “Politike”.

Prvi trkač koji uđe u cilj dobiće onoliko tačaka koliko za njim svega trkača stignu (znali ne 
onoliko koliko je trkača prošlo). Primer: prijavljeno 50 i svi polaze. U toku trčanja, 5 odustaju 
od daljeg trčanja ostalih 45 dolaze do cilj. Prema tome, prvi od njih dobija svega 45 tačaka, 
a svaki sledeći po jednu manje: 44, 43, 42 itd. A zatim, iz jednog kluba, škole ili društva 
stigne, po gornjem broju pristiglih trkača, jedan naprimer sa 42 tačke, drugi sa 30, treći sa 
28, četvrti sa 2, onda se izračuna zbir njihovih tačaka, pa se kaže, da je taj klub, društvo ili 
škola, dobio: 

43 + 30 + 28 + 2 = 102 tačke.

Prema ovome je rezultatu, onaj klub koji ima najviše tačaka taj dobije nagradu, u ovom 
slučaju pehar “Politike”.

Nagrade po kategorijama.

Svaki prvi svoje kategorije, ako ima u njoj više od 4 onda i drugi, ako pak ima više od 6 onda 
i treći dobija nagradu (medalju).

Kako sve kategorije trče zajedno, to se iz svake kategorije računaju, po gornjem, tri nagrade, 
redom kako koji stiže. Prvi iz naprimer, fotbalske kategorije može da stigne na cilj i dvadeseti 
između svih trkača, ali zato može da bude prvi iz svoje kategorije itd. Ovo je, dakle 

klasifikacija za nagrade po kategorijama, dok zbir tačaka, kao što je gore navedeno, određuje 
pobednika za pehar “Politike”.

Poredak i staza.

Gore određena trkačka staza biće označena vidljivim znacima: pored toga duž trke će biti 
postavljena i kontrola.

Prijava i rok za učesnike.

Svaki onaj koji se bude prijavio kao učesnik, ima da plati taksu od 5 dinara za Beogradski 
Lakoatletski Podsavez. Prijave će se primate na adresu sekretara Privremenog Odbora g. 
Vojina M. Đurđevića, Sarajevska il. Br. 8 Beograd, zaključno do 8. aprila 1922. god.

Prihod.

Celokupan prihod sa trka “kros kontri” za pehar “Politike” pripada Beogradskom Lakoatlets-
kom Podsavezu.
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The Winner of “Politika” Cup

The first runner to cross the finish line gets the number of points which represent the number 
of runners who came in after the first one (not the number of runner who started the race). 
For example: 50 runners were entered and all of them start the race. During the race 5 of 
them withdraw from the race, while the rest pass the finish line. Therefore: the first one gets 
45 points, while each of the following runners get one point less 44, 43, 42 etc. As for the 
teams, if a runner from a certain club, association or society arrives first and gets say 42 
points, another arrives second and gets 30 points and the third gets 28 points, the fourth 
gets 2 points according to the above scoring, the total score for that club/association/soci-
ety is the sum of the points the runners got:

42+30+28+2 = 102 points

According to this score system, the club with the most points receives the award; in this case 
it is the “Politika”Cup. 

Awards as Per Category

In each category, the winner gets a medal; if there are more than 4 contestants the second 
place is also awarded a medal; if there are more than 6 contestants the third place is also 
awarded a medal.
Since all contestants run together, according to the above, each category can win three med-
als according to the time of their arrival. The winner in football category, for example, can 
arrive as the twentieth, but he/she can still be the first in his/her category. This is, therefore, 
classification for awards as per category, while the sum of points, as we have stipulated 
earlier, decides the winner of the “Politika” Cup. 

Ranking and Course

The aforementioned course will be marked with clearly visible markers; apart from that, 
along the course there will be control points. 

Application and Deadline for Contestants

Everyone who applies for the Cross Country is obliged to pay 5 dinars tax to the Belgrade 
Athletic Sub-Association. The applications are to be sent to the address of the Secretary of 
the Interim Board Mr. Vojin Djurdjevic at 8, Sarajevska Street, not later than April 8th 1922. 

Proceeds

Entire proceeds of the “Politika” Cross Country Cup belong to the Belgrade Athletic Sub-
Association. 
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Povlastice za vožnju.

Kako je vrlo važno pitanje povlastica prilikom putovanja za one koji dolaze iz drugih varoši 
da uzmu ućešća u ovoj vellikoj pešačkoj trci u Beogradu, to je Privremni Odbor za Laku 
Atletiku stavio sebi u dužnost da teruliše tu stvar kod Ministarstva Saobraćaja i veruje da 
će u tome i uspeti, s obzirom na važnost ove prve priređevine ove vrste u Beogradu, koja ima 
da propagira laku atletiku na jedan vidan način i koja će nesumnjivo biti od velike koristi za 
razvoj našega sporta i za naš uspeh na budućim međunarodnim 

Olimpijadama.

O povlasticama, ili eventualno besplatnoj vožnji svi će se učesnici posebno blagovremeno 
izvestiti.

Pehar.

Pošto se u Beogradu nije mogao naći lep pehar, to je “Politika” poručila da se i on donese iz 
Beča. čim ovaj pehar bude stigao, izložiće se.

Pojedinosti.

Odlučujući se da pokloni svoj pehar “Politika” je postavila svoje želje:
Pešačke trke “kros-kontri” za pehar “Politike” imaju se održavati svake godine na Uskrs u 
Beogradu. Pobednici sa jedne trke biće nosilac pehara za celu godinu do idućeg sastanka, 
kada on prelazi u ruke onom koji te godine dobije najveći broj tačaka. Na peharu će se 
svake godine urezivati ime pobednika u dotičnoj godini. Na ovim trkama mogu učestvovati 
sve pokrajine naše Kraljevine. Beogradskom Lakoatletskom Podsavezu stavlja se da svake 
godine shodno prilikama sam sastavlja kategorije i njihov broj i da vrši celokupnu orga-
nizaciju prilikom priređivanja. Prihod od svih trka pripadašće Beogradskom Lakoatletskom 
Podsavezu.” 

U narednom broju “Politike” je ponovo publikovan tekst o trkama za pehar “Politike”. Ovo-
ga puta je to bilo obaveštenje koje je napisao Sekretar Beogradskog atletskog saveza.
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Public Transport Benefits.

A very important issue is to obtain public transport benefits for those who are coming to 
Belgrade for the Cross Country event from out of town. The Interim Board for Athletics have 
taken upon themselves to regulate this matter with the Ministry of Transport and they are 
certain that they will succeed in the matter, since the event will promote athletics and Bel-
grade in a very visible way and will mean quite a lot to development of the sport and future 
participation of our athletes at International 

Olympiads.

All contestants will be informed on time about possible public transport benefits.

The Cup.

Since we could not find the adequate Cup in Belgrade we ordered one from Vienna. As soon 
as the Cup arrives it will be put on exhibit. 

Minutiae.

After deciding to give away the Cup, “Politika” made some stipulations:
“Cross Country Races for the “Politika” Cup are to be held every year at Easter in Belgrade. 
The winner will keep the Cup for one year until the next meeting, when it goes to the new 
winner, the team with the biggest number of points. The name of the winner for each year 
will be etched onto the Cup. All provinces of the Kingdom have the right to participate in the 
races. The Belgrade Athletics Sub-Association takes upon them to decide on categories for 
the race and their number and to organize the whole event. Proceeds from all races will be 
given to The Belgrade Athletic Sub-Association.”

In the next edition of “Politika” an article about races for the “Politika” Cup was published. 
This time the author of the text was the Secretary of Belgrade Athletic Sub-Association.
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“Trka za pehar “Politike”

“Beogradski atletski savez, kao što smo već u nekoliko mahova objavili, priređuje na drugi 
dan Uskrsa (17. aprila) u 10 časova pre podne na trkalištu Dunavskog Kola Jahača “Knez 
Mihajlo” (kod Careve Ćuprije) četiri utakmice za nagrade “Politike”.
Najveća utakmica dana biće pešačka trka “kros kontri” na šest kilometara dužine za pehar 
“Politike”. Ona će početi tačno u deset časova i tri četvrti. U Zagrebu je prošle godine na 
“kros kontriju”pošlo sa starta samo osam trkača. Ove godine, pre dve nedelje, u Zagrebu 
je, za prvenstvo Jugoslavije, trčalo “kros kontri” svega dvanaest trkača. A sada je, za ovu 
utakmicu na drugi dan uskrsa prijavljeno četrdeset i četiri trkača sa raznih mesta naše 
kraljevine (Zagreb, Beograd, Sombor, Subotica, Velika Kikinda, Derventa itd.). Prema tome 
ona je, prema živom učešću i interesovanju, nadmašila sve dosadašnje, a i prema nekolicini 
ozbiljnih konkurenata (Stefanović, Kadrnka, Špeler, Mišković, Butković, Sekereš), izgleda da 
će se voditi oštra borba, pa nam daje nade da će sva utakmica, biti od izvanrednog interesa…

Slika 14  
Raspis i propozicije “kros 
kontri “ takmičenja koje je 
dao Privremeni odbor 37 

Figure 14:
Announcement and propo-
sitions of Cross Country 
Competition issued by the 
Interim Board 37



39

“Race for the “Politika” Cup”

The Belgrade Athletic Association, as we have already announced on several occasions, is 
preparing for Cross Country Races for the “Politika” awards on the second day of Easter 
(April 17th) at 10am at the racetracks of the Danube riders Club “Knez Mihajlo”(near Careva 
Cuprija). The greatest treat of the day is the Cross Country Race (6km long) for the “Politika” 
Cup. The race will start at 10:45. Last year in Zagreb, at the Cross Country meeting, there 
were only eight contestants. This year, two weeks ago in Zagreb, at the Yugoslavia Cross 
Country Championship, there were twelve contestants. But now, for the race on the second 
day of Easter we have received applications from forty four runners from different parts of 
our Kingdom (Zagreb, Belgrade, Sombor, Subotica, Velika Kikinda, Derventa etc). Therefore, 
this race will surpass all the previous ones in the number of participants and in the interest 
it has created. If the number of serious contenders is any hint of things to come (Stefanović, 
Kadrnka, Špeler, Mišković, Butković, Sekereš), we are sure of a tough battle for the Cup and 
of an event of great importance.

Slika 15  Startne liste prijavljenih takmičara za “kros kontri” za pehar „Politike“ 38 
Figure 15: Cross Country start list for the “Politika” Cup 38 
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Ženske trke.

Jedna takođe interesantna tačka toga dana biće ženska trka (u 11čas.) na 60 metara. Ovo će 
biti prvo nastupanje naših sportistkinja na javnim utakmicama. Za ove trke prijavljeno je 12 
dama iz beogradskih klubova B. S. K., “Jugoslavija” i “Konkordija”. One su:

1. Desanka Popović, B. S. K.
2. Zlatija Nikolić,B. S. K.
3. Ljubica Jovanović,B. S. K.
4. Nadežda Živojinović,B. S. K.
5. Hristina Obrenović,B. S. K.
6. Marica Popović, “Jugoslavija”.
7. Emilija Jovanović, “Jugoslavija”.
8. Mica Hadžić, “Jugoslavija”.
9. Bosiljka Đurović, “Jugoslavija”.
10. Olga Ristić, “Jugoslavija”.
11. Vasilija Jovičić, “Jugoslavija”.
12. Jelisaveta Lebedef, “Konkordija”, Beograd
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Women races

One new item on the competition day will be women’s race (at11am) over the 60m course. 
This will be the first public appearance of our female athletes. Twelve ladies from Belgrade 
clubs, “BSK”, “Yugoslavia” and “Konkordija”  will compete. Their names are:

1. Desanka Popovic, B. S. K. 
2. Zlatija Nikolic, B. S. K. 
3. Ljubica Jovanovic, B. S. K. 
4. Nadezda Zivojinovic, B. S. K. 
5. Hristina Obrenovic, B. S. K. 
6. Marica Popovic, “Jugoslavija”.
7. Emilija Jovanovic, “Jugoslavija”.
8. Mica Hadzic, “Jugoslavija”.
9. Bosiljka Djurovic, “Jugoslavija”. 
10. Olga Ristic, “Jugoslavija”. 
11. Vasilija Jovicic, “Jugoslavija”. 
12. Jelisaveta Lebedef, “Konkordija”, Beograd
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Tabela 3 Plasman na prvom “kros kontri” za pehar “Politike”, Beograd 17. april 1922.

Chart 3: Placement of first Cross Country competition for the “Politika” Cup, Belgrade, April 17th 1922

Plasman
Order

Takmičar
Competitor

Klub / Club
Grad / City

Rezultat
Rezult

1. STEFANOVIĆ Dimitrije Jugoslavija, Beograd

2. KADRNKA Silvio Konkordia, Zagreb

3. ŠVINT Vladimir Konkordia, Zagreb

4. SCHNELLER Koloman HAŠK, Zagreb

5. RUKAVINA Lavoslav HAŠK, Zagreb

6. NAČEVIĆ Mihajlo Kosmaj, Beograd

7. BUTKOVIĆ Konkordia, Zagreb

8. PEKEZOVIĆ A. Slavija,

9. DOBRIN Miroslav HAŠK, Zagreb

10. TRITSCH N. HAŠK, Zagreb

11. BULI Jugoslavija, Beograd

12. BLAGOJEVIĆ R. Kosmaj

13. PREDOJEVIĆ E. Jugoslavija, Beograd DNF

14. LEVI Bencion DNF

15. ĐORĐEVIĆ Milorad Konkordija, Beograd DNF

16. OKA St. Jugoslavija, Beograd DNF

17. VULIĆ Dušan Dobor, Derventa DNF

18. IVANKO Konkordija, Beograd DNF
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Slika 16  
Izveštaj o “kros kontri” za pehar 
“Politike” 17. aprila 1922. 39

Figure 16: 
Report about the first Cross Country 
Competition for the “Politika” Cup, 

Belgrade, April 17th 1922 39

Slika 17  
Mapa trase prvog “kros 
kontri” za pehar “Politike” 
1922.40 

Figure 17: 
Map of the first Cross 
Country course for the 
“Politika” Cup 1922 40
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Prijavljenim trkačima.

Ovim se naročito napominje svima prijavljenim trkačima i ostalim učesnicima, da nijedan 
ne može od njih izaći na start ako nije položio novac za prijavu. Novac za prijave primaće se 
do samih utakmica.
Sekretar B. A. S.

I novinari časopisa “Vreme” su pratili događanja u vezi sa “kros kontri” takmičenjem na 6 km.  
“Jedan od učesnika će biti Stefanović - “pobedilac na poslednjoj trci na 3.000 metara. 
Nagrada pobedniku je pehar koji je dala “Politika”.

Ovom takmičenju prethodila je prva “kros kontri” trka u Beogradu, koja je održana 
26. marta na stazi dužine 4 km. Na ovom takmičenju Dimitrije Stefanović je nastupio 
van konkurencije. Ponovo treba ukazati da je u “Politici” veliki prostor posvećen, kako 
najavi takmičenja, tako i izveštaju o trci. U veoma opširnom tekstu postoji plasman 
svih takmičara koji su završili trku, a ne samo prvoplasiranih. Najbolji je bio Dimitrije 
Stefanović sa 24.23 i jedna petina (Tabela 3). “Kros kontri” na 6 km za pehar “Politike” je 
postao tradicionalno takmičenje.

Fotografija uvek govori više od reči . Uhvaćeni u deliću sekunde grupa odvažnih mladića 
će se već narednog trenutka upustiti u veliku avanturu u pokušaju da pobedi sebe, a za-
tim i ostale sapatnike i suparnike (Slika 18).

Slika 18 Učesnici prvog  “kros kontri” za pehar “Politike” 17. aprila 1922.41 

Figure 18: Participants of the Cross Country Race for the “Politika” Cup, April 17th 1922 41 
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Registered runner

We want to point out that all registered runner or other individuals can go to the start line 
only if they have paid the required fee. Money for entry fee can be paid as late as the start 
of the race.  
Secretary of BAA

The magazine “Vreme” gave a space on their pages to the forthcoming Cross Country 
Race on the 6km course. “One of the contestants will be Mr. Stefanovic, last year’s win-
ner in 3000m race.

This meeting followed the first Cross Country championship in Belgrade on March 26th 
on the course 4km long. Dimitrije Stefanovic was one of the runners, but he did not 
compete. Once again “Politika” devoted a lot of their space to announce the event and 
to report about the race itself. In a very large article they published the placement list 
of all the contestants. The best result was that of Dimitrije Stefanovic (24:23 and 1/5, 
Chart 3). The six kilometer Cross Country Race for the “Politika” Cup became a tradi-
tional event. 

Photographs always speak louder than words (Figure 18). A group of plucky young men 
are captured in a split second, engaged in a great adventure of pitting against them-
selves and the other contestants and rivals.

Slika 19 
Dimitrije Stefanović ulazi u cilj  
pešačke utakmice “kros kontri” za 
pehar “Politike” 1922.42 

Figure 19: 
Dimitrije Stefanovic crosses the 
finish line at the Cross Country 
Race for the “Politika” Cup, 1922 42 
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Na kolažu fotografija (Slika 20) zabeležen je ulazak u cilj dvojice prvoplasiranih atletičara. 
Na levoj strani je Dimitrije Stefanović, a na desnoj atletičar iz Zagreba Silvio Kadrnka. 
Pehar “Politike” (broj 5) je za tu godinu osvojila “Konkordija” iz Zagreba (broj 3).

Pojava “kros kontri” i propaganda koja je vođena u “Politici” povećali su popularnost 
trčanja dugih distanci u Beogradu. Ovo potvrđuje tekst u kome se, prvi put u Srbiji nakon 
1912, pominje maraton.

Slika 20  Kolaž fotografija sa prvo g “kros kontri” za pehar “Politike” 17. aprila 1922.43 
Figure 20: Photo collage taken at the first Cross Country Race for the “Politika” Cup, April 17th 1922 43 
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On the photo collage (Figure 20), the finish of the two best runners was recorded. Dimi-
trije Stefanovic is on the left; on the right is the athlete from Zagreb, Silvio Kadrinka. 
The “Konkordija” (Number 3) from Zagreb won the “Politika” Cup (Number 5) for 1922 .

The introduction and promotion of Cross Country conducted by “Politika” increased in-
terest in long distance running in Belgrade. Witness to that is an article in which, for the 
first time since 1912, marathons is mentioned in Serbia.

Slika 21 Medalja Dimitrija Stefanovića za pobedu na prvom “kros kontri” za pehar “Politike” 1922.44 
Figure 21: The medal won by Dimitrije Stefanovic in the main Cross Country Race for the “Politika” Cup, 1922 44 
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“Kros kontri” za šampionat Beograda 4. marta 1923.

Popularnost “kros kontri”, broj klubova i atletičara su uslovili da se u Beogradu naredne 
godine organizuje gradsko prvenstvo. Za ovo takmičenje je nagrada bila pehar dar juve-
lira iz Beograda braće Zarić.

“Sport. U nedelju je trčanje “kros kontri” za šampionat Beograda. 
– Pažnja klubovima i funkcionerima – 
Kao što smo već objavili  nedelju 4 ov. mes. održaće se “kros kontri” trčanje na 7 kilometara 
za šampionat grada Beograda i za pehar “Braće Zarić” juvelira iz Beograda. Za ovu trku pri-
javljeno je dosad, kako saznajemo, oko 12 trkača. Među ovima nalazi se i Čuk, Slovenac koji 
specijalno zbog ovih trka dlazi iz Ljubljane.

Kako na trkačkoj stazi, koja se pruža od Košutnjaka – igrališta “Soko”) pa do iza trkališta Du-
navskog Kola Jahača, potrebuje poveći broj kontrolora, to se pozivaju svi klubovi da pošalju 
po nekoliko svojih članova za ova važna mesta na pruzi. Naročito se ovo odnosi na B. S. K. 
“Šumadije”, koji su već iskusni u ovom poslu. S toga neka ovi dođu u nedelju najdalje do 8 i 
po časova pre podne kod Topčiderske Restoracije, zajedno sa određenim funkcionerima: g.g. 
dr. Žižekom, Aranđelovićem, Trojanovićem, Higerom i Đorđevićem.

Slika 22  
Obaveštenje o prvenstvu Beograda u “kros kontri” 45

Figure 22: 
Announcement of the Cross Country Championships 
in Belgrade 45 
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The Championship of Belgrade in Cross Country, 
March 4th 1923

Popularity of Cross Country, the number of clubs and athletes made it possible for the 
first city championships to be organized. The award for that event was a cup, a gift from 
Belgrade jewelers, brothers Zaric.

“Sport. Race for the Championship of Belgrade in Cross Country
-Attention to all clubs and club officials- 
As we have already announced, on Sunday, a 7 km Cross Country Race for the Championship 
of Belgrade and for the “Zaric brothers” Cup will be organized on the 4th of this month. Some 
12 runners have registered for this race; among them is Cuk, a Slovenian who is coming from 
Ljubljana especially for this occasion. 

Since the racecourse (from Kosutnjak, the “Soko” stadium to behind the racecourse of the 
Danube Riders Club) is rather large, a great number of controllers are needed. We are asking 
all clubs to send several of their members each to control A vital point on the course. We are 
appealing especially to BSK “Sumadija” who have some previous experience, to send their 
members. Therefore, they should come, not later than 8:30am to the Topcider restaurant, 
together with the officials: dr. Žižek, Aranđelović, Trojanović, Higer and Đorđević. 
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Pehar “Braća Zarić”, predaće jedan od g.g. Zarića. – Napominje se da će se trke održati pri 
svakom vremenu.

Trkači koji se nisu prijavili, to mogu učiniti još u toku današnjeg dana bez ikakvog uloga.” 

“Jučerašnji “kros kontri” za šampionat Beograda i za Pehar Braće Zarić.

Juče pre podne u 11 časova održane su trke “kros kontri” za šampionat grada i za Pehar 
Braće Zarić, juvelira iz Beograda. Start i cilj na igralištu “Sokola” u Košutnjaku. Dužina staze 
oko 7 kilometara.”

Pobedio je najbolji atletičar toga vremena Dimitrije Stefanović. Prvi put se dogodilo da 
velika grupa učesnika bude diskvalifikovana zbog, kako je novinar napisao, “toga što se 
ovi nisu odazvali propisima utakmice”.

Startovalo je svega petnaest trkača, a plaman i rezultati su prikazani u Tabeli 4:

Tabela 4 “kros kontri” za šampionat Beograda i za Pehar Braće Zarić 4. mart 1922.
Chart 4: Belgrade Cross Country Championships for the “Zaric Brothers” Cup, March 4th 1922

Plasman
Order

Takmičar
Competitor

Klub / Club
Grad / City

Rezultat
Rezult

1. STEFANOVIĆ Dimitrije Jugoslavija, Beograd 25:43 1/5

2. NAČEVIĆ Mihailo Jugoslavija, Beograd 26:29

3. ČUK Franja Jadran, Ljubljana 27:40

4. PEKEZOVIĆ Aleksandar Jugoslavija, Beograd 28:27

5. BLAGOJEVIĆ Jugoslavija, Beograd 29:08

6. JEZOPOV Jugoslavija, Beograd 29:36

7. POPOVIĆ Dragiša Šumadija, Beograd 29:37

8. LIPSKI Aleksandar Ruski skaut DQ

9. MLADENOVIĆ Spasa Šumadija, Beograd DQ

10. VUKOMANOVIĆ Josip Soko, Beograd DQ

11. ROŠULOVIĆ Soko, Beograd DQ

Prvenstvo Beograda je organizovano, sa manjim prekidima do 1939.
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The “Zaric brothers” Cup will be given by one of the Zaric brothers – The race will be held 
regardless of weather conditions.

The runners who have not yet registered can do so today without any payment.”  
 

“Yesterday’s Belgrade Cross Country Championships for the “Zaric Brothers” Cup

The Belgrade Cross Country Championships for the “Zaric Brothers” Cup, jewelers from Bel-
grade, was held yesterday at 11am. Start and finish lines were at the “Soko” stadium in 

Kosutnjak. The length of the course was 7km.”

The winner was the best runner of the time Dimitrije Stefanoivic. For the first time, a 
group of runners was disqualified for “violating the rules of the race” as a journalist put 
it.

There were fifteen runners at the start line; the placements and scores are given in the 
Chart 4.

The Championships of Belgrade in Cross Country was being organized almost every year 
until 1939.

Slika 23  Izveštaj sa prvenstva Beograda u “kros kontri” 1923.46 
Figure 23: Report from the Belgrade Cross Country Championships 1923 46
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U cilju propagiranja “kros kontri” nedelju dana nakon prvenstva Beograda, BLAP je orga-
nizovao takmičenje za “novajlije i početnike” (Slika 24). 

Dok je u Srbiji “kros kontri” nastajao, u Evropi su se povremeno održavala takmičenja u 
veteranskoj kategoriji. O jednom od njih se izveštaj pojavio i u “Politici” (Slika 25). 

Slika 24 „Kros kontri“ za novajlije i početnike 47 

Figure 24: Cross Country for Newcomers and Beginners 47 
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In order to make Cross Country more popular, a week after Belgrade Championship, 
BLAP organized a competition for “rookies and novices” (Figure 24). 

While the Cross Country was still a young sport in Serbia, elsewhere in Europe competi-
tions in the veteran category were held. There was an article published about one such 
event in “Politika” (Figure 25). 

Slika 25 Izveštaj o takmičenju veterana u 
“kros kontri” 48 

Figure 25: Report about Competition of 
Veterans in Cross Country 48

Slika 26 Izveštaj sa “kros kontri” prvenstva  
Francuske 1923.49

Figure 26: Report from France national Cross 
Country Championships1923 49
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Atletičari Srbije na nacionalnom “kros kontri” 
u Zagrebu 1. aprila 1923.

Na državnom prvenstvu u Zagrebu 01. aprila 1923. nastupile su dve beogradske ekipe, 
jedna iz S. K. “Jugoslavije” i jedna iz S. K. “Šumadija”. Ponovo je najbolji u pojedinačnoj 
konkurenciji bio Stefanović.

Početak u 16 časova. Start i cilj na HAŠK-ovom igralištu u Maksimiru. Ulog je bio 12,5 
dinara, branioci titula ne plaćaju. Prijave 14 dana ranije. Ekipe broje najmanje 4 trkača. 
Bila je veoma jaka konkurencija, svi najbolji došli su u Zagreb. Stefanović je vodio od 
početka i na kraju postigao najbolje vreme do sada na ovoj stazi (Tabela 5). 

Tabela 5: Plasman na Prvenstvu Kraljevine SHS u krosu, Zagreb 01. april 1923.
Chart 5: Placement of competitors at the Cross Country Championships of the Kingdom of SHS Zagreb, 

April 1st 1923

Plasman
Order

Takmičar
Competitor

Klub / Club
Grad / City

Rezultat
Rezult

1. STEFANOVIĆ Dimitrije Jugoslavija, Beograd 27:58

2. BUTKOVIĆ Petar Konkordia, Zagreb 28:10

3. SCHNELLER Koloman HAŠK, Zagreb 28:11

4. NAČEVIĆ Mihajlo Jadran, Ljubljana

5. KREGELJ Mirko Jugoslavija, Beograd

6. LIPSKI Franjo Jugoslavija, Beograd

7. PEKEZOVIĆ Aleksandar Jugoslavija, Beograd

8. FERKOVIĆ Peroslav HAŠK, Zagreb

9. CROSS HAŠK, Zagreb

10. ĆUK Franjo Jadran, Ljubljana

11. RUKAVINA HAŠK, Zagreb

12. KRALJ Stjepan Amateur

13 BERKOVIĆ Konkordia, Zagreb

14 MLADENOVIĆ Spasoje Šumadija, Beograd

15 HLEBEC Zvonimir Konkordia, Zagreb

16 IVANKO Konkordia, Zagreb

17 PRIMOŽIČ Jadran, Ljubljana

18 POPOVIČ Dragiša Šumadija, Beograd

19 MLADENOVIĆ Dragoljub Šumadija, Beograd

20 JAMNIK Jadran, Ljubljana

21 PREDOJEVIĆ Evgenije Šumadija, Beograd

Ekipno / Teams: Jugoslavija 18; HAŠK 31; Konkordia 46; SK Jadran 53; SK Šumadija 74.
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Slika 27  Izveštaj sa državnog prvenst va u “kros kontri” 
iz Zagreba 1923. 50 

Figure 27: Report from National Championship in Cross 
Country in Zagreb 1923 50 

Serbian runners on National Cross Country in Zagreb, 
April 1st 1923

At the National Championships in Zagreb in April 1st 1923, two Belgrade clubs competed: 
SK “Yugoslavia” and SK “Sumadija”. Once again, in individual competitions, the winner 
was Stefanovic.

Start at 4 p.m. Start and finish line at HASK stadium at Maksimir. The entry fee 12,5 
dinars, defending champions not paying. Registration is 14 days prior to the date of the 
race. Teams consist of 4 runners minimum. The competition was strong, all top runners 
came to Zagreb. Stefanovic was in the lead from the beginning and in the end he achieved 
the record for that track.
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“Kros kontri” za pehar lista “Politika” 8. aprila 1923.

Nedelju dana nakon nacionalnog prvenstva održan je drugi “kros kontri” za pehar “Poli-
tike”. Za razliku od prošle godine nije bilo toliko detaljno propraćeno u štampi. Ponovo je, 
kao i na prethodnim takmičenjima najbolji bio Dimitrije Stefanović (Tabela 6).

Tabela 6 Plasman na “kros kontri” za pehar “Politike”, Beograd 08. april 1923.
Chart 6 Placement of Cross Country Competition for the “Politika” Cup, Belgrade, April 8th 1923.

Plasman
Order

Takmičar
Competitor

Klub / Club
Grad / City

Rezultat
Rezult

1. STEFANOVIĆ Dimitrije Jugoslavija, Beograd

2. BUTKOVIĆ Petar Konkordia, Zagreb

3. NAČEVIĆ Mihajlo Jugoslavija, Beograd

4. MIŠKOVIĆ Božidar Velika Srbija, V. Kikinda

5. MLADENOVIĆ Spasoje Šumadija, Beograd

6. PEKEZOVIĆ Aleksandar Jugoslavija, Beograd

7. HLEBEC Konkordia, Zagreb

8. LIPSKI Jugoslavija, Beograd

9. PEŠIĆ Šumadija, Beograd

10. VAJS Jugoslavija, Beograd

11. BERKOVIĆ Konkordia, Zagreb

12. POPOVIĆ Šumadija, Beograd

13 JESOPOV Jugoslavija, Beograd

14 BLAGOJEVIĆ Jugoslavija, Beograd

15 ŠVINT Konkordia, Zagreb

16 MLADENOVIĆ D. Šumadija, Beograd

17 ĐIDO Šumadija, Beograd

18 JOVANOVIĆ Šumadija, Beograd

19 BOGATKO Ruski skaut

20 POPOVIĆ Srpski mač

21 HERCOG Šumadija, Beograd
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Cross Country for newspapers Politika’s cup, April 8th 1923

A week after the National Championships in Zagreb, the second Cross Country Champi-
onships for the “Politika” Cup was held in Belgrade. This event was not as well promoted 
by the media as the previous one. Once again, as in previous competitions, Dimitrije 
Stefanovic triumphed (Chart 6).

Slika 28  Dimitrije Stefanović u cilju “kros kontri” 51

Figure 28: Dimitrije Stefanovic in order to Cross Country 51 
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“Kros kontri” S. K. “Šumadija” mart 1924.

Radi promovisanja cross countri SK “Šumadija” je nedelju dana nakon beogradskog 
prvenstva organizovala svoju trku.

“Sport. Kros-kontri “Šumadije”. 

Sportski klub “Šumadija” priredio je svoj kros-kontri. Trkači su stigli za vreme same utakmice 
ovim redom: 1. Spasa Mladenović (Šumadija), 2. Lipski (Jugoslavija), 3. Vuksanović (Soko), 4. 
M. Jovanović (Š.). Staza oko 4 km.” 52 
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“Sumadija” Cross Country, March 1924

For the sake of promoting Cross Country, SK “Sumadija” had organized competition, a 
week after the Belgrade Championships a competition.

Sport. “Sumadija” Cross Country. 

SK “Sumadija” has organized their Cross Country Race. The runners arrived during the match 
in the following order: 1. Spasa Mladenović (Šumadija), 2. Lipski (Yugoslavija), 3. Vuksanović 
(Soko), 4. M. Jovanović (Š.). The course – 4km.” 52 
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“Kros kontri” u Beogradu 6. aprila 1924.

Slika 29  Start “kros kontri” 53

Figure 29: Start Cross Country 53 



61

Cross Country in Belgrade, April 6th 1924

Slika 30 Izveštaj sa “kros kontri” u Beogradu 1924. 54

Figure 30: Report from the Cross Country in Belgrade, 1924 54
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“Kros kontri” za pehar lista “Politika” 26. oktobra 1924.

Ove godine “kros kontri” za pehar “Politike” je bio organizovan u oktobru 55 umesto aprilu, 
kako je to bilo prethodnih godina. Na takmičenju su nastupili samo atletičari beogradskih 
klubova. Start krosmana je bio u 9 časova pred tribinama na trkalištu kod Careve Ćuprije.

O samom takmičenju više detalja saznajemo na osnovu izveštaja iz “Politike” u kome 
piše:

“Utakmica se održala po izvrsnom danu, iako je teren mestimično bio klizav posle sinoćne 
kiše. Ekipe nisu bile mnogobrojne, jer dve najbolje nisu došle na start. Neizlaženje Konkordije 
može se opravdati time što je Ministarstvo Saobraćaja, pre nekoliko dana, ukinulo povlas-
tice sportskim društvima. Jugoslavija je za najveću osudu. Ona je lično učinila jednu vrlo 
nesportsku stvar. Zaista je vrlo redak slučaj dobiti jedan trofej, pa ga posle godinu dana bez 
borbe izgubiti.” 56

Tabela 7. Plasman na “kros kontri” za pehar “Politike”, Beograd 26. oktobar 1924.
Chart 7: Placement at the “Politika” Cross Country Cup, Belgrade, October 26th 1924.

Plasman
Order

Takmičar
Competitor

Klub / Club
Grad / City

Rezultat
Rezult

1. SIMOVIĆ Bogoljub Soko, Beograd 25:19

2. PETROVIĆ Milivoje Soko, Beograd

3. JOVANOVIĆ Miodrag Šumadija, Beograd

4. POPOVIĆ Vasa BSK, Beograd

5. DANIČIĆ Petar SK Obilić, Beograd

6. POPOVIĆ Dragiša Šumadija, Beograd

7. JOSIF Azrijel Jugoslavija, Beograd

8. KOVAČEVIĆ Sreten SK Obilić, Beograd

9. BULJAGIĆ Nikola SK Obilić, Beograd

10. VUKOMANOVIĆ Josip Soko, Beograd

11. DANIČIĆ Miloš SK Obilić, Beograd

12. ZLATIĆ Marko Šumadija, Beograd
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Cross Country for newspapers Politika’s cup, 
October 26th 1924

This year, the “Politika” Cross Country Cup was organized in October 55 instead of April 
as it was in previous years. Only contestants from Belgrade clubs took part in the event. 
The start of the race was at 9am in front of the grandstands at the racecourse near 
Careva Cuprija.

More detailed description of the event can be found on the old pages of “Politika”. It 
says: 

“The race was held on a very fine day, even though the track was in some places slippery 
because of the last night’s rain. Not many teams participated – the two best did not show up. 
The fact that the “Konkordija” did not come can be probably explained by the fact that only 
a few days ago the Ministry of Transport revoked ticket benefits for sports club members. 
Yugoslavia did something that deserves contempt. They did a very un-sportsman like thing. 
It is a very rare thing for a club to win a trophy and loose it the next year without putting 
up a fight.” 56

Slika 31
Najava “kros kontri” za pehar “Politike”, 
25. oktobar 1924.57 

Figure 31:
Announcement of the “Politika” Cross Country Cup, 
October 25th, 1924. 57
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Slika 32  Najava IV. kros-kontri za pehar “Politike” 58

Figure 32: Announcement of the IV “Politika” Cross Country Cup 58

Jedan od najboljih fotografa u Srbiji Vladimir Benčić je pratio takmičenje i zabeležio 
vodeće u trci (Slika 33).
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Slika 33 Prizor iz “kros kontri” za pehar “Politike” 1924. u časopisu Nedeljne ilustracije 59

Figure 33: Scene from the “Politika” Cross Country Cup, 1924, published in “Nedeljne Ilustracije” 59

One of the best Serbian photographers Vladimir Bencic was at the event and photo-
graphed the leading runners (Figure 33).
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“Kros kontri” za pehar lista “Politika” 19. aprila 1925.

Slika 34  Najava “kros kontri” za pehar “Politike”, 19. aprila 1926. 60

Figure 34: Announcement of the “Politika” Cross Country Cup, April 19th 1925 60



67

Cross Country for newspapers Politika’s cup, April 19th 1925

Slika 35  I Izveštaj sa IV. kros-kontri za pehar “Politike” 1925. 61 

Figure 35: Report from IV “Politika” Cross Country Cup 1925 61 
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Kragujevački “kros kontri”, 4. april 1926. 

I u drugim gradovima u centralnoj Srbiji su povremeno organizovana kros takmičenja. U 
Kragujevcu je najavljeno održavanje prvog “kros kontri” za 04. april 1926, kao izbornog 
takmičenja za nastup na prvenstvu Srbije u Nišu 18. aprila 1926. (Slika 36). 

Slika  36
Najava kragujevačkog “kros kontri” 1926. 62

Figure 36: 
Announcement of the Kragujevac
Cross Country 1926 62
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Kragujevac Cross Country, April 4th 1926

Occasionally, other towns in central Serbia organized Cross Country meetings. The Cross 
Country competitions were announced in Kragujevac for April 4th in 1926, as a selection 
competition for the National Championships in Nis on April 18th, 1926 (Figure 36). 

Slika 37 Izveštaj sa “kros kontri” Šest naroda 63

Figure 37: Report from “Six Nations” Country Cross 63
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“Kros kontri” za pehar lista “Politika” 03. maj 1926.

Građanski, Zagreb koji je osvojio pehar Politike u trajno vlasništvo. Posle toga redakcija 
nije obezbedila drugi pehar pa je održavanje ovog krosa prekinuto.

Slika 38  
I Izveštaj sa V. kros-kontri za pehar “Politike” 1926. 63 

Figure 38: 
Report from V “Politika” Cross Country Cup 1926 63 
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Cross Country for newspapers Politika’s cup, May 3rd 1926 

Građanski, Zagreb who won the cup policies permanent ownership. After that the edito-
rial board did not provide other cup and the maintenance of cross-country stopped.
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Prvenstvo Kraljevine Jugoslavije u “kros kontri” u Beogradu 
5. aprila 1931.

Jedino državno prvenstvo u “kros kontri” u Beogradu je bilo 1931. Sa ovog takmičenja 
objavljene su fotografije starta i dvojice prvoplasiranih (Slika 40).

“Na igralištu B. s. kluba održano su juče pre podne kros-kontri utakmice za prvenstvo države 
na 10 kilometara.
Učestvovalo je 42 trkača svih krajeva naše zemlje. Organizacija je bila vrlo slaba i moralo je 
biti poništeno prvenstvo po grupama zbog toga što se desila pometnja u brojanju optrčanih 
krugova. (Trčalo se na igralištu, oko fudbalskog terena B. s. kluba).” 65

Na narednim državnim prvenstvima nije bilo naših takmičara, ali su u “Politici” objav-
ljivani izveštaji sa ovih takmičenja.

Slika 39  Najava “kros kontri” prvenstva Kraljevine Jugoslavije 1931. 66 
Figure 39: Announcement of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia Cross Country Championships, 1931 66
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Kingdom of Yugoslavia Cross Country Championships, 
April 5th 1931

The only National Cross Country Championships held in Belgrade was in 1931. The only 
photographs remaining are the two photographs one taken at the start line and the 
other of the two best runners (Figure 40).

“Yesterday morning the 10km Cross Country Races for the National Championships were 
held at the BSK Stadium. There were 42 contestants from all parts of the country. Organi-
zation was very poor and results of group races had to be annulled because a mistake was 
made when counting how many laps athletes had made. (The races were held at the “BSK” 
football stadium.) ” 65

At the ensuing National Championships, athletes from Serbia did not compete; however, 
“Politika” continues to write about them.

Slika 40  Start i dvojica prvolasiranih na državnom prvenstvu u kros kontri 1931 67

Figure 40: Start line and two best placed athletes at the National Cross Country Championships in 1931 67 
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Slika 41  Izveštaj sa “kros kontri” prvenstva 
Kraljevine Jugoslavije 1931. 68 

Figure 41: Report from the Kingdom of Yugoslavia 
Cross Country Championships, 1931 68

Kros je počeo u 11 časova. Učestvovalo je 42 trkača iz 8 klubova (BSK, Jugoslavija, 
Konkordia, Ilirija, HAŠK, Primorje, Železničar i Marathon). Takmičenje pratio veliki broj 
gledalaca.

Bilten (pojedinačan i ekipni plasmani) prvenstva nije urađen, jer su sudije napravile zbrku 
oko redosleda atletičara. Naime, kros je organizovan na igralištu BSK-a, a trčalo se 
oko fudbalskog terena (450 m), pa je zbog kratke staze dolazilo do velikog broja iber-
rundovanja (obilaženja). BSK je pripremio krug od 900 metara, ali je Miroslav Dobrin, 
predstavnik JLAS-a, tražio da se trči po kraćem krugu!



75

Tabela 8 Plasman na Prvenstvu Kraljevine Jugoslavije u krosu, Beogradu 5. april 1931.

Chart 8: Placement of competitors at the Cross Country Championships of the Kingdom  
of Yugoslavia Beograd, April 5th 1931

The cross has begun at 11 am. 42 runners coming from 8 different clubs participated 
at this race. Competitors were members of  BSK, Jugoslavija, Konkordia, Ilirija, HAŠK, 
Primorje, Železničar i Marathon sport clubs. 
A significant number of spectators were present along the track. 

The bulletin (consisting of individual and group records) was never made because the 
judges have made a total mess while working on positioning of athletes. The cross  took 
place at the field of Belgrade Sport Club and the run took place around the soccer field 
(450m). Due to the short track , a huge number of bypassing  occurred along the run. The 
BSK has prepared the running track that was 900 meters long, however, Miroslav Dobrin, 
the head of Yugoslav athletic association insisted on the shorter track.

Plasman
Order

Takmičar
Competitor

Klub / Club
Grad / City

Rezultat
Rezult

1. PREDANIĆ Franjo Konkordija, Zagreb 35:40

2. TUĆAN Franjo HAŠK, Zagreb

3. ŠPORN Stanislav Ilirija, Ljubljana

4. PODPEČAN Franc Železničar, Maribor

5. SRETENOVIĆ BSK, Beograd

6. KREVS Ive Primorje, Ljubljana

7. STEFANOVIĆ Dimitrije BSK, Beograd

8. SLAPNIČAR Jože Primorje, Ljubljana
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Slika 42  Izveštaj sa “kros kontri” prvenstva Kraljevine Jugoslavije 1932. 69 

Figure 42: Report from the Kingdom of Yugoslavia Cross Country Championships, 1932 69 

Prvenstvo Kraljevine Jugoslavije u “kros kontri” u Ljubljani 
3. aprila 1932.

Kingdom of Yugoslavia Cross Country Championships, 
April 3rd 1932
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Prvenstvo Kraljevine Jugoslavije u “kros kontri” u Mariboru 
2. aprila 1933.

Kingdom of Yugoslavia Cross Country Championships, 
April 2nd 1933

Slika 43  
Izveštaj sa “kros kontri” prvenstva Kraljevine Jugoslavije 02. aprila1933. 70 

Figure 43: 
Report from the Kingdom of Yugoslavia Cross Country Championships, April 2nd 1933 70
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“Kros-kontri” Sokolske župe Beograd 9. aprila 1933.

Pored atletskih organizacija kros prihvataju i Sokoli koji za članove i naraštaj pripremaju 
pripredbu. 

“Sokolska župa beograd organizuje kros-kontri takmičenje za članove i naraštaj. Nastupiće 
sva društva beogradske sokolske župe. Pripreme za ovo takmičenje već se vrše i. po sve-
mu sudeći, ovo će biti najveća priredba svoje vrste kod nas. Dosada je prjavljeno oko 350 
takmičara, što za naše prilike predstavlja rekordan broj.
Pod vođstvom župskog referenta g. Davidova osržana su tri zajedinčka treninga u Košutnjaku. 
Uspeh treninga obećava lepu utakmicu.
Staza se nalazi u Košutnjaku, vrlo je srećno izabrana i potpuno odgovara uslovima i cilju 
“kros-kontria; start i cilj je na poljani između Hajdučke česme i Šumareve kuće, iznad 
igrališta S. K. Soko. Staza je kružna i priličmo teška, ali s obzirom na to da će na takmičenje 
biti pušteni samo oni koji su trenirali, utakmica će biti vrlo interesantna. Trkači će nailaziti 
na razne zapreke, kao oštre nizbrdice, jame, šiprag, oborena stabla i slično.
Cela staza je pregledna, tako da će publika moći pratiti celo takmičenje.
Takmičenje će se održati u nedelju u 10 časova. Ulaznica 2 dinara.” 71

Slika 44  
Najava kros-kontri Sokolske župe Beograd 09. aprila 1933.72 
Figure 44: 
Announcement Cross Country of the Soko district, 
April 9th 1933. 72
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Cross Country Organized by the Soko District of Belgrade, 
April 9th 1933

Apart from athletic associations, the Sokos began to organize Cross Country events for 
their members and beginners.

“The Soko district of Belgrade is organizing the Cross Country competition for their members 
and beginners. All clubs of the Belgrade Soko district will participate. Preparations for this 
event are underway, and, as things are shaping up, it promises to be the biggest event of 
this kind in Serbia. More than 350 participants have already registered for races; this is so 
far the record number of participants. 
Under the leadership of the district officer Mr. Davidov, three collective training sessions 
have been held in Kosutnjak. The success of training sessions promises that the event will 
be very interesting.
The Cross Country course is in Kosutnjak and it is a very well chosen one. It suits the purpose 
and conditions for Cross Country: both the start and finish lines are in a meadow between 
Hajducka Cesma and the Woodmen Cottage, above the SK “Soko” stadium. The course is a 
circular one and rather difficult, but since only athletes who have trained are to compete, we 
have something to look forward to. The runners will meet different obstacles, barriers, pits, 
steep hills, thicket, and fallen trees.
The whole course is clearly visible; the public will be able to see the whole race.
The completion is on Sunday at 10am. Tickets: 2 dinars” 71
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Slika 45  Izveštaji sa kros-kontri takmičenja u Mariboru 1935.73 
Figure 45: Report from Cross Country Competition in Maribor, 1935 73 

Prvenstvo Slovenije u “kros-kontri” u Mariboru 1935.

Sloven Cross Country Championships in Maribor, 1935
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Slika 46  Izveštaji sa kros-kontri takmičenja u Zagrebu 1935.74 
Figure 46: Report from Cross Country Competition in Zagreb, 1935 74 

Prvenstvo Hrvatske u “kros-kontri” u Zagrebu 1935.

Croatian Cross Country Championships in Zagreb, 1935
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Slika 47 Izveštaj sa “kros kontri” S. K. Jugoslavije u Topčideru 14. marta 1937. 75

Figure 47: Report from the Cross Country S. K. Jugoslavija in Topcider, March 14th 1937 75

“Kros-kontri” S.K. Jugoslavija u Topčideru 14. marta 1937.
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Slika 48 Izveštaj sa “kros kontri” S. K. Jugoslavije u Topčideru  
14. marta 1937. 76

Figure 48: Report from the Cross Country S. K. Jugoslavija in Topcider,  
March 14th 1937 76

SC Yugoslavia Cross Country, March 14th 1937

Slika 49 Izveštaj sa “kros kontri” iz Pančeva 14. marta 1937. 77

Figure 49: Report from the Cross Country in Pančevo, 
March 14th 1937 77

Slika 50 Izveštaj sa “kros kontri” iz Maribora 14. marta 1937. 78

Figure 50: Report from the Cross in Maribor, March 14th 1937 78

Slika 51 Izveštaj sa “kros kontri” iz Varaždina 14. marta 1937. 79

Figure 51: Report from the Cross Country in Varazdin, March 14th 1937 79
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Prvenstvo Beograda u “kros-kontri” 21. marta 1937. 

Slika 52  Izveštaj sa Prvenstva Beograda u “kros-kontri” u Košutnjaku 21. marta 1937. 80 
Figure 52: Report from the Belgrade Cross Country Championships, March 21st1937. 80 
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Belgrade Cross Country Championships in Kosutnjak, 
March 21st 1937

Slika 53 Prvenstvo Beograda u kros-kontri u Košutnjaku 21. marta 1937 81

Figure 53: Belgrade Championships in Cross Country in Kosutnjak, Mart 21st, 1937 81

Slika 54 Prvenstvo Beograda u kros-kontri u Košutnjaku 21. marta 1937 82

Figure 54: Belgrade Championships in Cross Country in Kosutnjak, Mart 21st, 1937 82
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“Kros kontri” S. K. Jugoslavija u Košutnjaku 23. marta 1941.

Slika 55 Najava “kros kontri” S. K. Jugoslavije za 23. mart 1941. 83 
Figure 55: Announcement of the S. K. Jugoslavije Cross Country Championships, March 23th 1941. 83
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“Jugoslavija” Cross Country, March 23rd 1941
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Prvenstvo Srbije u “kros-kontriju” 30. marta 1941.

Prvo prvenstvo Srbije u “kros-kontriju” je organizovano 30. marta 1941. Najbolji je bio 
član lakoatletske sekcije BSK-a.

Bilo je ovo poslednje atletsko takmičenje pre bombardovanja Beograda 06. aprila 1941.

Slika 56 Najava “kros kontri” Prvenstva Srbije za 30. mart 1941. 84

Figure 56: Announcement of the Serbian Cross Country Championships, Mart 30th 1941 84
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Serbian Cross Country Championships, March 30th 1941

The first Serbian Cross Country Championships was organized on 30 March 1941. Best 
was Fisbah a member track and field section BSF.

This was the last athletics competition before the bombing of Belgrade 
on April 6th 1941.

Slika 58  Izveštaj o pobedniku Prvenstva Srbije u kros-kontriju 86

Figure 58: Report of the winner on the Serbian Cross Country 
Championships 86 

Slika 57 Izveštaj sa “kros kontri” prvenstva Srbije 1941. 85

Figure 57: Report from the Serbian Cross Country Championships, 1941 85
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Recenzija knjige “Kros kontri” u Srbiji od 1921. do 1941

Dr Vesna Repić-Ćujić, Ljubiša Gajić i Živko Baljkas su autori originalnog naučno-stručnog 
dela “Kros-kontri” u Srbiji od 1921. do 1941. Autori su od naučnih metoda koristili istori-
jski metod, metod teorijske analize i deskriptivni metod, čime su uticali da se aksiološki 
aspekt knjige ispoljava na visokom naučno-stručnom nivou iz oblasti sporta. U knjizi 
postoji nemali broj interesantnih podataka o događajima krosa iz posmatranog perioda.

Dimitrije Stefanović, atletičar koji je proslavio našu zemlju na međunarodnom polju, je 
bio utemeljivač atletike na prostoru naše zemlje. Ali, on je bio i sportski novinar, koji je 
u jednom periodu ostavio niz vrednih podataka iz prostora kros-kontri takmičenja. Na 
osnovu njih i drugih podataka može se sa ponosom istaći da smo u periodu 1921-1942. 
godina u svetu predstavljali razvijenu sportsku naciju koja se ogledala, između ostalog, 
i kroz odličnu organizaciju kros-kontri takmičenja. Jednim delom se može zaključiti i po 
tome što je u tadašnjim novinama prostor kros-kontri takmičenja zauzimao značajno 
mesto. Odabrane fotografije u knjizi vrlo slikovito prikazuju, kako same takmičare, tako i 
publiku. Vidimo sa pojedinih slika da su posmatrači bili svečano obučeni i dostojanstveno 
navijali. To nas nagoni na neminovni zaključak da su kros-kontri takmičenja predstavljala 
svečanost u prostoru sporta, a iz šireg ugla moglo bi se govoriti o vrlo visokom razvoju 
kulture društva tog vremena, koje je znalo da vrednuje sportska ostvarenja.

Ova knjiga nije slučajno publikovana. Na osnovu dosadašnjeg poluvekovnog postojanja u 
sportu autori su se osetili pozvanim da prednjače u nekim akcijama. U ovom slučaju, da 
prvi u Srbiji objedine nastanak i razvoj kros-kontri trka u Srbiji od 1921. do 1941. godine. 
To će pomoći da se izgrađuju i dograđuju znanje, mudrost, u krajnjem – sportska kultura 
u Srbiji. Iz tog razloga preporučujem da se ovo pisano delo pročita i uvrsti u baštinu naše 
srpske kulture.

      
Akademik prof. dr Đorđe Stefanović



91

Book Review of Cross Country in Serbia between 1921. and 1941.

Dr. Vesna Repić Ćuјić, Ljubiša Gajić and Živko Baljkas are the authors of the original sci-
entific and professional publication „Cross Country in Serbia between 1921 and 1941“. 
Authors have used the scientific methodology comprised of historical method and de-
scriptive method. With these very methods, the authors have influenced the axiological 
aspect to show at high scientific and professional level in the field of sports. The book 
presents significant number of interesting data regarding events related to cross coun-
try in period noted above.

Dimitrije Stefanovic, the athlete who have brought the fame to our country within the 
international community, was the founder of athletics in the Serbian region. But, he 
was also a sport journalist, the one that has left us an abundance of data regarding 
Cross Country Competitions in certain period. Based upon these data combined with 
other reliable sources, we can proudly state that in period between 1921-1941 we have 
presented fairly developed sportive nation. This statement can be reflected through the 
excellent organisation of Cross Country Competitions. In daily newspapers, articles and 
news attributed to Cross Country Competitions were given significant space, which also 
speaks in favor of sport developing nation.

Carefully chosen photographs in the book reveal before our eyes, in a quite picturesque 
manner, the competitors themselves as well as the spectators. Some of the photos show 
the people observing the competition, cheering with dignity and dressed to occasion-
fashionably and nice. This leads us to conclusion that Cross Country Competitions were 
a sort of celebrations within the field of sport, and from a wider point of view we could 
argue the cultural progress of society that knew (how) to value achievements in sport.

This very book was not published without a reason. Based upon half century long exis-
tence in sport, the authors felt invited to pioneer in certain actions. In this very case it 
meant to be the very first authors and researchers in Serbia to encircle the origins and 
development of Cross Country in Serbia from 1921 till 1941 into a single study. This 
will, beyond doubt, help in building and adding to the knowledge we have on the issue, 
this will contribute to the wisdom and at the end it will certainly add to sport culture in 
Serbia.This is why I strongly recommend that this publication should be red and included 
to heritage of our Serbian culture.

Djordje Stefanovic, PhD
Member of Serbian Royal Academy of Science 



92

Slika 59  Dimitrije Stefanović, Olimpijske igre 1928. 87

Figure 59: Dimitrije Stefanovic, Olympic Games 1928. 87 
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Prilozi / Contributions
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“Kros kontri” za pehar Politike 1922. 
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Cross Country for newspapers Politika’s cup, 1922 
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Izložba ‘’KROS KONTRI SRBIJA’’

Izložbu ‘’KROS KONTRI SRBIJA’’ su organizovali Zavod za sport i medicinu sporta Re-
publike Srbije i Atletski savez Srbije, uz pomoć Istorijskog muzeja Srbije, a povod je 
bilo održavanje jubilarnog takmičenja u atletici 20. Spar Evropskog prvenstva u krosu i 
publikovanje knjige ‘’KROS-KONTRI’’ U SRBIJI OD 1921. DO 1941. Postavka je oslikavala 
istorijat kros takmičenja u Srbiji, i posredno Kraljevini Srba, Hrvata i Slovenaca, kasnije 
Kraljevini Jugoslaviji, u periodu između dva rata kroz osobe i institucije koje su doprinele 
njegovom razvoju. Za potrebe izložbe korišćen je materijal iz knjige ‘’KROS-KONTRI’’ U 
SRBIJI OD 1921. DO 1941, kao i eksponati iz vlasništva Fakulteta sporta i fizičkog vaspi-
tanja Univerziteta u Beogradu.

Materijal je bio izložen u okviru postavke prostora za 20. Spar Evropsko prvenstvo u 
krosu na Ušću 8. decembra 2013, zatim tokom ‘’IAAF Global Seminar on Cross Country 
Running’’ u hotelu Hajat 9. decembra 2013. Od 11. decembra 2013. do 24. januara 2014. 
izložba je bila na Fakultetu sporta i fizičkog vaspitanja u Beogradu.

Autori postavke izložbe ‘’KROS KONTRI SRBIJA’’ su bili dr Vesna Repić-Ćujić, Zavod za 
sport i medicinu sporta Republike Srbije, i Ivana Mitrović, Muzej sporta Fakulteta sporta 
i fizičkog vaspitanja Univerziteta u Beogradu. Grafički dizajner štampanog materijala je 
bio Svetozar Petrović, Srebrn&Tuš d.o.o iz Beograda.
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The exhibition “Cross Country Serbia”

The Institute for Sport and Sports Medicine of the Republic of Serbia along with  Ath-
letic Association of Serbia and with assistance of Historical museum of Serbia, have 
organized the exhibition “Cross Country Serbia”. The direct motive for this show was  
jubilee competition in athletics - the 20. SPAR European championship in cross as well 
the publication of the book “ Cross Country in Serbia from 1921 till 1941”. The Exhibition 
depicted the history of Cross Country competitions in and across Serbia and indirectly 
within the territory of Kingdom of Serbs, Croat and Slovenians later the Kingdom of 
Yugoslavia, in the period between two World wars. The exhibition has illustrated this 
unique history through the individuals and institution that have contributed greatly to 
development of Cross Country in the region. Exhibition was based upon the book  “Cross 
Country in Serbia from 1921 till 1941” and majority of materials that were exposed are 
book extracts while the artifacts presented at the show are the property of Faculty of 
Sport and Physical Education of Belgrade University.
 
These unique materials were shown at the exhibition in the area of the  20. SPAR Eu-
ropean championship in cross, that was held at Ušće on December 8th 2013, than the 
exhibition has moved to “IAAF Global Seminar on Cross Country running” held in Hyatt 
hotel only a day later. Finally , and finally the exhibition was hosted at Faculty of Sport 
and Physical Education  from December 11th 2013 till 24th of January, 2014.
 
Authors of the “Cross Country Serbia” exhibition were dr Vesna Repić Ćujić from the 
Institute for Sport and Sports Medicine of the Republic of Serbia and Ivana Mitrović 
from the Museum of  Faculty of Sport and Physical Education of Belgrade University. 
Graphical designer of printed materials is Svetozar Petrović from Srebrn&Tuš, Belgrade.
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Napomene / Footnote

1 Burfoot, Amby (July 2006). “Common Ground”. Runners World, p. 92.
2 Pod utakmicama su se u Srbiji pre Drgugog svetskog rata podrazumevala sva takmičenja bez obzira na sport.
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4 Gajić, LJ. (2012). Kros u Jugoslaviji. Kratka istorija kros-trčanja. Jagodina: Atletski klub Vožd, 5.
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